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PR E F A E. 


following Speech has not been leſs . 


Ti 
than the ſubject of converſation; and the deſire 


it publi ed laſt ſummer was very general, 
but a delicacy, poſſibly over ſcrupulous, has delayed 
its appearance until now, for the of adminiſtra- 
tion have been uſed to attribute much of the oppoſi- 
tion to their meaſures in to the — 2 
publiſhed in England, ſo that it has been thought 
neceſſary to keep back its a until the mea- 
ſures of 7 - their full and 
can be no longer rom its coming abroad. 
Moſt Readers will recollect the uncommon pains 


taken at the nning of the laſt ſeſſion of the laſt - 
Parliament, ar ingleed during the whole courſe of it, 
to aſperſe the charaCters, and decry the meaſures of 


thoſe who were ſuppoſed to be friends to America; in 


order to weaken effects of their tion to the 
acts of rigour then p the. Colonies. 
This Speec lin tation of the charges 


againſt has party with which Mr. Burke has all along 
acted. In doing this, he has taken a review of the 
effects of all the — * which have been ſucceſſively 
adopted in the . of the Plantations. The 
aber is inter ; the matters of information vari- 
ous, and i — and the publication at this time, 
the Editor hopes, will not be thought unſeaſonable. 


LEE 17 


1 SPEECH 


8 P E EC H 


OF 
EDMUND BURKE, Exc. 


URING the laſt Seſſion of the laſt Parliament, on the 
19th of April, 1774, Mr. Roſe Fuller, Member for 
Rye, made the following motion; That an act made in the 
ſeventh year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, 
&« An AR for gracting certain Duties in the Britiſh Colonies 
« and Plantations in America; for allowing a Drawback of 
« the Duties of Cuſtoms upon the Exportation from this 
« Kingdom of Coffee and me Mat, of the Produce of 
« the faid Colonies or Plantations; for diſcontinuing the 
« Drawbacks payable on China Earthen Ware exported to 
America; and for more . preventing the clan 
„ deſtine running of Goods in the ſaid _ Colonies and Plan- 
te tations ˙ might be read. 

And the ſame being ren 
« this Houſe will, this day ſevennigh 


weight upon tea, 


« deration the duty of 3d. 13 8 
ions in America, impo 


yable in all his Majeſty 


=o the faid Act; ae 
6 2 
Gu che latter motion a warm and intereſting debate aroſe, 
in _ Mr. Edmund Burke ſpoke as follows. 
SIR. 
with the Hon. Gentleman“ who ſpoke laſt, — 


I 


I this ſubje& is not new in this Houſe. Very di 
to this Houſe, very unfortunatel * this Nation, 

ce and proſperity of this wh is Nation and to the 
Cs CR 2. 4 ſeſſion after ſeſſion, 
we have been laſhed round and round this miſerable circle of 


occaſional arguments and temporary I am fure 


dur heads muſt turn, and our ſtomachs nauſeate with them. 


We aces. gr gong ſhape; we have looked at them 
in every point of view. Invention is exhauſted ; reaſon is 


fatigued ; experience has given judgment; but obſtinacy i is 
not yet conquered. 


Lords of the Treaſury, A 
3 


t, reſolve itſelf 
« into a Committee of the whole "Houle to take into conſi- 


* Charles Wolfran Cornwall, Eſq; lately appointed one of the | 


P 8 


9 


with the Hon. Gentleman on all the American queſtions. My 
ſentiments, I am ſure, are well known to him; and It 
T had heen perfectly acquainted with his. Though 


of his. 


The Hon. r 8 one endeavour 4 to 
diverſify the form of this, "(guſting argument. has 
thrown out a ſpeech — tirely of challenges. 
Challenges are ſerious things; ald as he is a man of 

weighed 


as well as reſolution, I dare ſay be has very well 
before he delivered them. I had long the 


thoſ® chall 
happineſs to fit at the ſame fide of the Houſe, and to agree 


ht 
I find 
myſelf miſtaken, he will ſtill permit me to uſe the privilege 
F an old friendſhip; he will permit me to apply myſelf to 
the Houſe under the ſanction of his authority; and, on the 


various grounds he has meaſured out, to ſubmit ad the poor 


opinions which I have formed, upon a matter of importance 
enough to demand the fulleſt conſideration I could beſtow 
u it. 

"He has ſtated to the Houſe two grounds of deliberation ; 
one narrow and ſimple, and merely confined to the queſtion 
on paper: the other more large and more complicated; 
comprehending the whole ſeries of the ny root 
ings with regard to America, their cauſes, and conſe- 
quences, With regard to the latter ground, he ſtates it as 
uſeleſs, and thinks it may be even dangerous, to enter into 
ſo extenſive a field of inquiry, Yet, to my ſurpriſe, he 
had hardly laid down this reflriftive ropoſition, to which 
his authority would have given ſo much weight, when 
directly, and with the ſame authority, he condemns it; and 
declares it abſolutely neceſſary to enter into the moſt ample 
hiſtorical detail. His zeal has thrawn him a little out of his 


. uſual accuracy. In this perplexity what ſhall we do, Sir, 


who are willing to ſubmit to the law he gives us ? He has 
reprobated in one part of his ſpeech dhe rule he had laid 
down for debate in the other; and, after narrowing the 


ground ſor all thoſe who are to ſpeak after him, he takes an 


excurſion kumſelf, as unbounded as the ſubjeQ and the extent 


great abilities. 


Sir, when I cannot abey all his laws, I will do the beſt I 
can. I will endeavour to obey ſuch of them as have the 


ſanQtion of his example; and to ſtick to that rule, which, 


though not conſiſtent with the other, is the moſt rational. 


He was ceftainly in the right when he took the matter largely. 


I cannot prevail on myſelf to agree with him in his cenſure 


of his own conduct. It is not, he will give me leave to ſay, 
- Cv | either 


(5.3 


either uſeleſs or 


He aſſerts, that retroſpe& is 
not wiſe; and the proper, the » ſubject of in- 
quiry is, © not how we got into this difficulty, but how we 


« are to get out of it.” In other words, we are, according 
to him, to conſult our invention, and to reje& our experi 
226 008 of 3 he recommends is di 5 
oppoſite to every rule of reaſon, and every principle of 

ſenſe eſtabli amongſt mankind. For that — bn ow 
reaſon I have always underſtood abſolutely to preſcribe, when- 
ever we are involved in difficulties from the meaſures we have 
purſued, that we ſhould take a ftriQ review of thoſe meaſures, 
in order to correct our errors if they ſhould be corrigible ; or 
at leaſt to avoid a dull uniformity in miſchief, and the unpitied 
calamity of being tedly caught in the ſame ſnare. 

Sir, I will freely follow the Hon: Gentleman in his hiſto- 
rical diſcuſſion, without the leaſt attention to the management 
for men or meaſures, further than as ſhall ſeem to me 
to deſerve it. But before I go into that conſiderations 
becauſe I would omit nothing that can give the houſe ſatis- 
2 tread the 1 5 which alone 
the tleman, in one his » has fo 
ſtrictly confined us. Fr Fork | 

repeal this 


He deſires to know, whether, if we were to 
tax, (agreeably to the propoſition of the Hon. Gentleman 
who made the motion,) the Americans would not take poſt on 

this conceſſion, in order to make a new attack on the next 
© body of taxes; and whether they would not call for a repeal 
of the duty on wine as loudly as they do now for the repeal 
of the duty on tea? Sir, I can give no ſecurity on this ſub- 
jet. But I will do all that I can, and all that can be fairly 
demanded. To the experience which the Hon, Gentleman 
reprobates in one inſtant, and reverts to in the next; to that 
rience, without the leaſt wavering or heſitation on my 

part, I ſteadily appeal; and would to there was no other 
arbiter to decide on the vote with which the Houſe is to con- 
clude this day. | | 

When Parliament repealed the Stamp AQ in the year 
1766, I affirm, firſt, that the Americans did not in conſe- 
quence of this meaſure call upon you to give up the former 
parliamentary revenue which ſubſiſted in that Country; or 
even any one of the articles which compoſe it. I affirm alſo, 
that when, departing from the maxims of that repeal, you re- 

vived the ſcheme of taxation, and thereby filled the minds of 
the Coloniſts with new jealouſy, and all ſorts of . 


| poſe any perſon, at the time of that repeal, had thus addreſſed 


then it was that they quarrelled with the od taxes, as well as 
the new; then it was, and not till then, that they queſtioned 
all the parts of your legiſlative power; and by the 

of Edi 


ſuch queſtions have ſhaken the ſolid 
to its deepeſt foundations. | | 
Of theſe two propoſitions I ſhall, before I have done, gi 
ſuch convincing, ſuch damning proofs, that however the 
contrary may be whiſpered in circles, or bawled in 0 
they never more will dare to raiſe their voices in this PP 
ſpeak with great confidence. I have reaſon for it. The 
Miniſters are with me. They at laſt are convinced that the 
repeal of the Stamp AQ had not, and that no repeal can have, 
the conſequences which the Hon. Gentleman who defends 
their meaſures is bo ab 1 15 . 1 1 
refer him for a concluſive anſwer to his object carry 
my proof irreſiſtibly into the very _ of both Miniſtry and 
Parliament; not on any general reaſoning growing out of 
collateral matter, but on the conduct of the Gentleman's 
miniſterial friends on tbe new revenue itſelf. 
The Act of 1767, which grants this tea duty, ſets forth 
in its pre that it was expedient to raiſe a revenue in 
America, for the ſupport of the civil government there as well 
as for purpoſes ſtill more extenſive. To this ſupport the Ac 
aſſigns fix branches of duties. About two years after this Act 
paſſed, the Miniſtry, I mean the preſent Miniſtry, thought 
it expedient to repeal five of the duties, and to leave (for rea- 
ſons beſt known to themſelves) only the ſixth ſtanding. Sup- 


the Miniſter “, „ Condemning, as you do, the repeal of the 
« Stamp AQ, why do you venture to repeal the duties upon 
« glaſs, paper, and painters colours? Let your pretence for 
ce the repeal be what it will, are you not thoroughly convinced, 
cc that your conceſſions will produce, not ſatisfaction, but in- 
4 ſolence in the Americans; and that the giving up theſe 
« taxes will neceſſitate the giving up of all the reſt?” This 
objection was as palpable then as it is now; and it was as good 
for preſerving the five duties as for retaining the ſixth. 
Beſides, the Miniſter will recollect, that the repeal of the 
Stamp Ad had but juſt preceded his repeal; and the ill 
policy of that meaſure (had it been ſo impolitic as it bas 
been repreſented), and the miſchiefs it produced, were quite 
recent. Upon the principles therefore of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, upon the principles of the Miniſter himſelf, - the 


| Miniſter 
Lord North, then Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


[ 9 ] 
Miniſter has nothing at all to anſwer. He ſtands condemned 
by himſelf, and by all his aſſociates old and new, as a deſtroyer, 
in the firſt truſt of finance, of the revenues ; and in the firſt 
rank of honour, as a betrayer of the dignity of his Country. 
Moſt men, eſpecially great men, do not always know their 
well-wiſhers. I come to reſcue that Noble Lord out of the 
hands of thoſe he calls his friends; and even out of his own. 
I will do him the juſtice, he is denied at home. He has not 
been this wicked or imprudent man. He knew that a 
had no tendency to produce the miſchiefs which give ſo much 
alarm to his Honourable friend. His work was not bad in its 
principle, but 3 in its execution; and the motion on 
paper preſſes him only to complete a proper plan, which, 
ſome unfortunate par harkers error, he had left 
unfiniſhed. | | 

I hope, Sir, the Hon, Gentleman who ſpoke laſt is tho- 
roughly ſatisfied, and ſatisfied out of the proceedings of Mi- 
niſtry on their own favourite Act, that his fears from a repeal 
are groundleſs. If he is not, I leave him, and the Noble 
Lord who fits by him, to ſettle the matter, as well as they 
can, together ; if the repeal of the American taxes de- 
ſtroys all our government in America — He is the man ! — 
and he is the worſt of all the repealers, becauſe he is the laſt. 
But I hear it rung continually in my ears, now and for- 
merly,—* the Preamble! what will become of the Pre- 
„ amble, if you repeal this Tax?“ — I am ſorry to be com- 
ed fo often to expoſe the calamities and diſgraces of Par- 
lament. The preamble of this law, ſtanding as it now ſtands, 
has the lie direct given to it by the proviſionary part of the 
Ac; if that can be called proviſionary which makes no pro- 
viſion. I ſhould be afraid to expreſs myſelf in this manner, 

_ eſpecially in the face of ſuch a formidable array of ability as is 
now drawn up before me, compoſed of the ancient bouſbold 
troops of that fide of the Houſe, and the new recruits from 
this, if the matter were not clear and indiſputable. Nothing 
but truth could give me this firmneſs; but plain truth and clear 
evidence can be beat down by no ability. The Clerk will be fo 
good as to turn to the AQ, and to read this favourite preamble. 
Whereas it is expedient that a revenue ſbould be raiſed in 
your Majeſly's Dominions in America, for mating a more 
certain and adequate proviſion for defraying the charge of the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and ſupport of civil government, in 
| fucb Provinces where it ſball be found neceſſary ; and towards 


The object of the act is 


L003 


further defraying the & _ prote ing, and 


ſecuring the 

— —-—̃— — Now where 
is the revenue which is to do all theſe mighty things? Five 
ſixths ſt for ever. Does 


the poor ſolitary tea duty ſupport the purpoſes of this pre- 
amble? Is * nw fe ſtated as effeQually abandoned 
as if the tea duty had periſhed in the general wreck ? Here, 
Mr. Speaker, is precious mockery—4 preamble vihou a 
aQ=—taxes granted in order to be the reaſons of 
the grant ſtill carefully kept up! This is raiſing 


in America! This is preſerving dignity in Eagizod! If you 


with the motion, I readily ad- 
preamble. Eſtimate your loſs in it. 
gone already ; and all you ſuffer is 
the prrjng the Srmute-book of the copeabrizma of an exaptys 
abſurd, and falſe recital. 

It has been ſaid again and again, that the five Taxes were 
repealed on cocamerci principles. It is ſo ſaid in the paper 

in my hand a which I - conſtantly carry about; 
e 
got by this pretence 
2 7 t in America ls deſtroyed by the 
repeal of Taxe t, it is of no conſequence upon what ideas the 
repeal is grounded. Repeal this Tax too upon commercial 
principles if you Theſe principles in ſerve as well 
now as they did formerly. But you know that, either = 


ObjeQion to a repeal from theſe ſuppoſed conſequences 
no validity, or that this pretence never could remove it. This 


commercial motive never was believed by any man, either in 
America, which this Letter is meant to ſooth, or in and, 
which it is meant to deceive. It was impoſſible it Id. 
Becauſe every man, in the leaſt acquainted with the detail of 
Commerce, muſt know, that ſeveral of the articles on which 
the Tax was repealed were fitter objects of Duties than almoſt 
any other articles that could poſſibly be choſen ; without 
compariſon more ſo, than the Tea was left taxed ; as 
infinitely leſs liable to be eluded by contraband. The Tax 
upon Red and White Lead was of this nature. You have, 


this tax in 
mit that loſe: this fair 


in this Lingdom, an advantage in Lead, that amounts to a 


Lord h's Circular Letter to the Governors of the 
Colonies concerning the Repeal of ſome of the Duties laid in the 


AR of 1767. 
monopoly. 


. 
monopoly. hn gee find yourſelf in this ſituation of ad- 
van ſometimes venture to tax even own export. 
You tid uo ſoon after the laſt war ; whim. a_ this prin- 
ciple, you ventured to impoſe a duty on Coals. In all the 
articles of American contraband trade who ever heard of the ' 
ing of Red Lead or White Lead? You might, there- 
fore, well enough, without danger of contraband, and with- 
out injury to Commerce (if this were the whole conſideration) 
have taxed theſe commodities. The ſame may be ſaid of 
Glaſs. Beſides ſome of the things taxed were fo trivial, that 
the loſs of the objects themſelves and their utter annihilation 
out of American Cm—— would have been comparatively 
as nothing. But is the article of Tea ſuch an object in the 
Trade of England, as not to be felt, or felt but ſlightly, like 
White Lead, and Red Lead, and Painters Colours? Tea 
is an object of far other importance. Tea is perhaps the moſt 
important object, taking :t with its neceſſary connexions, of 
any in the mighty circle of our Commerce. If commercial 
principles had been the true motives to the Repeal, or had 
they been at all attended to, Tea would have been the laſt 
article we ſhould have left taxed for a ſubje& of controverſy. 
Sir, it is not a pleaſant conſideration ; but nothing in the 
world can read ſo awful and ſo inſtructive a leſſon, as the 
conduct of er buſineſs, upon the miſchief of not 
having large and li ideas in the management of great 
affairs. Never have the ſervants of the ſtate looked at the 
whole of your complicated intereſts in one connected view. 
They have taken things, by bits and ſcraps, ſome at one time 
and one pretence, and ſome at another, juſt as they preſſed, 
without any ſort of regard to their relations or dependencies. 
They never had any kind of ſyſtem, right or wrong; but 
only invented occaſionally ſome miſerable tale for the day, in 
order meanly to ſneak out of difficulties, into which they had 
proudly ſtrutted. And were put to all theſe ſhifts and 
devices, full of meanneſs and full of miſchief, in order to 
pilfer piecemeal a repeal of an act, which they had not the 
generous courage, when they found and felt their error, ho- 
nourably and fairly to diſclaim. By fuch management, by 
the arreſiſtible operation of feeble councils, ſa paltry a ſum as 
three-pence in the eyes of a financier, ſo inſignificant an 
article as tea in the eyes of a philoſopher, have ſhaken the 
pillars of a Commercial Empire that circled the whole globe. 
Do you forget that, in the very laſt year, you ſtood on the 
precipice of general bankruptcy? Your danger was indeed 
Go great. 


BY [ 12 ] 
t. You were diſtreſſed in the affairs of the Eaſt India 
pany ; and you well know what fort of thingy are in- 
volved in the comprehenſive energy of that ſignifican = 
tion. I am not called ___——_ to you on dan 
which you thought pro rſelves to to 
diſplay to the world with All the parade of indiſcreet declama- 
tion. The monopoly of the — lucrative trades, and the 
poſſeſſion ot imperial revenues, had brought you to the verge 
of beggary and ruin. _ was repreſentation—ſuch, in 
ſome meaſure, was you cafe. The wone vent of Ten Millions of 
pounds of this 38 now locked up by the operation of 
an 2 Tax, and rotting in the warehouſes of the 
Fa wager 4 would have prevented all this diſtreſs, and all that 
deſperate meaſures which you thought yourſelves 
— to take in conſequence of it. America would have 
furniſhed that vent, which no other part of the world can 
furniſh but America; where Tea is next to a neceſſary of 
life ; and where the demand grows upon the ſupply. I hope 
our dear- bought Eaſt India Committees have done us at leaſt 
fo much —— that without a more ex- 
tenſive ſale of that article our Eaſt India revenues and ui- 
ſitions can have no certain connexion with this t is 
through the American trade of Tea that your Eaſt India 
conqueſts are to be prevented from cruſhing you with their 
burden. They are e and they muſt have 
that great — * to lean upon, or they tumble upon your 
bead. It is the ſame folly that has 84 70 ou at once the benefit 
of the Weſt and of the Eaſt This folly has thrown open 


 folding-doors to contraband ; and will be the means of giving 


the — of the trade of your colonies to every nation but 
yourſelves, Never 4 a people ſuffer ſo much for the empty 
words of a preamb muſt be given up. For on what 
principle does it apr This famous revenue ſtands, at this 
hour, on all the debate, as a deſcription of revenue not as yet 
known in all the comprehenſive (but too comprehenſive !) 
vocabulary of finance preambulary tax. It is indeed a 
tax of ſophiſtry, a tax of pedantry, a tax of diſputation, a 
tax of war and rebellion, a tax for any thing but benefit to 
the impoſers, or fatisfaQion to the fubjeQ. 

Well! but whatever it is, gentlemen will force the Colo- 


niſtz to take the Teas. You will force them? has ſeven years 
ſtruggle been yet able to force them? O but it ſeems 


we are in the right. The tax is rrifling—in cy 45 
\ rat 


» 
cc rather an exoneration than an impoſition z three-fourths 
« of the duty formerly payable on teas exported to America 
« are taken off; the place of collection is only ſhifted ; in- 
«« ſtead of the retention of a ſhilling from the draw-back 
c here, it is.three-pence cuſtom paid in America.” All this, 
Sir, is very true. But this is the very folly and miſchief of 
the aQ. 8 as it may ſeem, you know, that you have 
deliberately thrown away a — duty which you held ſecure 
and quiet in your hands, for the vain hope of getting three- ' 
fourths leſs, through every hazard, through certain litiga- 
tion, and poſſibly through war. 

The manner of proceeding in the duties on paper and glaſs, 
impoſed by the ſame act, was exaQly in the ſame ſpirit. 
There are heavy exciſes on thoſe articles when uſed in - 
land. On export theſe exciſes are drawn back. But inſtead 
of with-holding the draw-back, which might have been 
done, with eaſe, without charge, without poſſibility of ſmug- 
gling; and inſtead of applying the money (money already 
in your hands) according to your pleaſure, you began your 
operations in finance by flinging away your revenue; you 
allowed the whole draw-back on export, and then you charged 
the duty, (which you bad before diſcharged,) payable in the 
Colonies; where it was certain the colleQion would devour 
it to the bone; if any revenue were ever ſuffered to be col- 
lected at all. One ſpirit pervades and animates the whole maſs. 

Could any thing be a ſubje& of more juſt alarm to Ame- 
rica, than to ſee you go out of the plain high road of finance, 
and give up your moſt certain revenues and your cleareſt in- 
tereſts, merely for the ſake of inſulting your Colonies? No 
man ever doubted that the commodity of tea could bear an 
impoſition of three-pence. But no commodity will bear 
three-pence, or will bear a penny, when the general feelings 
of men are irritated, and two millions of people are refolved 
not to pay. The feelings of the Colonies were formerly 
the feelings of Great Britain. Theirs were formerly the feel- 
ings of Mr. Hampden, when called upon for the payment of 
twenty ſhillings. Would twenty ſhillings have ruined Mr. 
Hampden's fortune? No! but the payment of half twenty 
ſhillings, on the principle it was demanded, would have made 
him a ſlave. It is the weight of that „ of which 
you are ſo fond, and not the weight the duty, that the 
Americans are unable and unwilling to bear. 

It is then, Sir, upon the principle of this meaſure, and no- 
thing elſe, that we are at iſſue. It is a principle of political 


expediency. 


.you pleaſe. But what dignity is derived from the perſeverance 
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expediency. Your a& of 1767 aſſerts, that it is expedient 
to raiſe a revenue in America; your act of 1769, which 
takes away that revenue, contradicts the act of 1767; and, 
by ſomething much ſtronger than words, aſſerta, that it is not 
expedi t is a refleQtion upon your wiſdom to perſiſt in 
2 ſolemn parliamentary declaration of the expediency of any 
object, for which, at the ſame time, you make no ſort of 


_ Proviſion. And pray, Sir, let not this circumſtance eſcape 


you; it is very material; that the preamble of this act, which 
we with to repeal, is not declaratory of a right, as ſome gen- 
tlemen ſeem to argue it; it is only a recital of the expediency 
of a certain exerciſe of a right ſuppoſed already to have been 
aſſerted ; an exerciſe you are now contending for by ways and 
means, which you confeſs, though they were obeyed, to be 
utterly inſufficient for their purpoſe. You are therefore at 
this moment in the awkward — fighting for a phan- 
tom; a quiddity ; a thing that wants not only a ſubſtance, but 
even a name; for a thing, which is neither abſtract right, 
nor profitable enjoyment. 
They tell you, Sir, that your dignity is tied to it. I know 
not how it happens, but this dignity of yours is a terrible in- 
1 — you ; „ at 8 
r intereſt, your equity, every idea .of your policy. 
how the — — for to be reaſon; * it ay 
common ſenſe; ſhow it to be the means of attaining ſome 
uſeful end; and then I am content to allow it what dignity 


in abſurdity is more than ever I could diſcern, The Hon. 
Gentleman has ſaid well—indeed, in moſt of his general ob- 
ſervations I agree with him—he ſays, that this ſubje& does 
not ſtand as it did formerly. Oh, certainly not! hour 
you continue on this ill- choſen ground, your difficulties thicken 
on 01 and therefore my concluſion is, remove from a bad 
poſition as quickly as you can. The diſgrace, and the ne- 
ceſſity of yielding, both of them, grow upon you every 
hour of your delay. 

But will you repeal the act, ſays the Hon. Gentleman, at 
this inſtant when America is in open reſiſtance to your autho- 
rity, and that you have juſt revived your ſyſtem of taxation? 
He thinks he has driven us into a corner. t thus pent up, 


I] am content to meet him; becauſe I enter the liſts ſupported 
by my old authority, his new friends, the miniſters them- 
ſelves. The Hon. Gentleman remembers, that about five 
years ago as great diſturbances as the preſent prevailed in 
ica on account of the new taxes. The miniſters 
repreſented 
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nted theſe diſturbances as treaſonable; and this Houſe 


thought proper, on that tation, to make a famous ad- 
dreſs for a revival, and for a new application of a ſtatute of 
Hen, VIII. We beſought the King, in that well-conſidered 
| ſs, to inquire into treaſons, and to bring the ſuppoſed 
traitors * —— to Great- Britain for trial. His Ma- 
jeſty was graciouſly to promiſe a compliance with our 
ex ry All the attempts from this ſide of the Houſe to reſiſt 
theſe violences, and to bring about a repeal, were treated with 
the utmoſt ſcorn. An apprehenſion of the very conſequences 
now ſtated by the Hon, Gentleman was then give 
ſon for ſhutting the door againſt all hope of ſuch an 
And ſo ſtrong was the ſpirit for ſupporting the new taxes, 
that the ſeſſion concluded with the following remarkable de- 
claration. After ſtating the vigorous meaſures which had 
been purſued, the Speech from the throne proceeds : 

You have aſſured me of your firm ſupport in the proſecution 
of them. Nothing, in my opinion, could be more likely to en- 
able the well-diſpoſed among my ſubjeds in that part of the 
world effeflually to diſcourage and defeat the deſigns of the 


actions and ſeditious, than the bearty concurrence of every 


branch of the Legiſlature, in maintaining the execution of the 
laws in every part of my dominions. 
repeal under this miniſtry 


After this no man dreamt that a 
place. The Hon. Gentleman knows as 
the idea was utterly exploded by thoſe who 


ſway the Houſe. This Speech was made on the ninth'day of 


May, 1769. Five days after this Speech, that is, on the 
13th of the ſame month, the public Circular Letter, a part of 
which I am going to read to you, was written by Lord Hill- 


ſborough, Secretary of State for the Colonies. After reciting 


the ſubſtance of the King's Speech, he goes on thus : 
„I can take upon me to aſſure you, notwithflanding inſinu- 
tc ations to the contrary, from men with factious and ſeditious. 
& views, that bis Maj eſty's preſent adminiſtration have at no 
«© time entertained a deſign to propoſe to parliament to lay 
« any further taxes upon America, for the purpoſe of RAIS- 
« ING A REVENUE; and that it is at preſent their in- 
* tention to propoſe, the next Seſſion of Parliament, to take 
« off the duties upon glaſs, paper, and colours, upon conſide - 
% ration of ſuch duties having been laid contrary to the true 
tc principles of Commerce. 5 | 
& Theſe bave always been, and ſtill are, the ſentiments of. 
* bis Majeſty's preſent ſervants ; and by which their condu et 
© in reſpect to America has been governed. And his Majeſty 


te relies 


"ES | 


dc relies upon your rudence and fidelity for ſuch an explana- 
% tion of his meaſures, as may tend to remove the prejudices 


« which have been excited by the miſrepreſentations of thoſe 
« who are enemies to the peace and proſperity of Great Britain 
4 and ber Colonies ;, and to re-eflabliſb that mutual confidence 
« and affection, upon which the glory and ſafety of the Britiſh 


«& empire 


Here, Sir, is 2 canonical book of miniſterial ſcripture; the 


general epiſtle of the Americans, What does the gentleman 
ſay to it? Here a repeal is promiſed ; promiſed without con- 
dition; and while your authority was actually reſiſted. I paſs 
by the public promiſe of a Peer relative to the of taxes 
by this Houſe. I paſs by the uſe of the King's name in a 
matter of ſupply, that ſacred and reſerved right of the Com- 
mons. I conceal the ridiculous figure of Parliament, hurling 
its thunders at the gigantic rebellion of America; and then, 
five days after, proſtrate at the feet of thoſe aſſemblies we 
affected to deſpiſe ; begging them, by the Intervention of our 
miniſterial ſureties, to receive our ſubmiſſion ; and heartily 
promiſing amendment. Theſe might have been ſerious mat- 
ters formerly; but we are grown wiſer than our fathers. 
Paſling, therefore, from the conſtitutional conſideration to the 
mere policy, does not this Letter imply, that the idea of taxing 
America for the of revenue is an abominable project; 
when the Miniſtry ſuppoſe none but fafious men, and with 
ſeditious views, could charge them with it? does not this 
Letter adopt and ſanctify the American diſtinction of taxing 


for a revenue; does it not formerly reject all future taxation 


on that principle? does it not ſtate the miniſterial rejection of 
ſuch principle of taxation,. not as the occaſional, but the con- 
ſtant opinion of the King's ſervants? does it not ſay (I care 
not how conſiſtently,) but does it not ſay, that their conduct 
with regard to America has been always governed by this 
policy ? It goes a great deal further. Theſe excellent and 
welly omen of the King, juſtly fearful leſt they themſelves 
ſhould have loſt all credit with the world, bring out the image 
of their gracious Sovereign from the inmoſt and moſt facred 
ſhrine, and they pawn him, as a ſecurity for their promiſes. 
« His Majeſty relies on your prudence and fidelity for ſuch an 
« explanation of bis meaſures.” Theſe ſentiments of the mini- 
ſter, and theſe meaſures of his Majeſty, can only relate to the 

inciple and practice of taxing for a revenue; and accordingly 


d Botetourt, ſtated it as ſuch, did with great propriety, and 


in the exact ſpirit of his inſtructions, endeavour to remove the 


fears of the Virginian aſſembly, leſt the ſentiments, which 


it 


ated. He addreſſes them in this manner. 


11 
it ſeems (unknown to the world) had always been thoſe of 
the Miniſters, and by which their conduct in reſpect to Ame- 
rica bad been governed, ſhould by ſome poſſible revolution, 
favourable to wicked American taxers, be counter- 


It may poſſibly be objected, that as bis Majeſty's preſent admi- 
niſtration are not immortal, their ſucceſſors — be _ to 
attempt to undo what the preſent . Miniſters ſhall have attempted 
to per form; and to that objetlion I can give but this anſwer : 


_ that it is my firm opinion, that the plan I bave ſlated to you will 


certainly take place, and that it will never be departed from; 


and ſo determined am I for ever to abide by it, that I will be 


centent to be declared infamous, if I do not, to the laſt bour of my 
life, at all times, in all places, and upon all 74 exert 
every power with which I either am, or ever ſhall be legally in- 
veſted, in order to obtain and maintain for the Continent of 
America that ſatisfaction which I have been authorized to promiſe 
this day, by the confidential ſervants of our gracious Sovereign, 
who to my certain knowledge rates bis bonour ſo bigh, that he 
would rather part with his crown, than preſerve it by deceit v. 


A glorious and true character ! which (ſince we ſuffer his 
Miniſters with impunity to anſwer for his ideas of taxation) 
we ought to make it our buſineſs to enable his Majeſty to 
preſerve in all its luſtre. Let him have character, ſince ours 
is no more ! Let ſome part of government be kept in reſpect 
This Epiſtle was not the Letter of Lord Hillſborough ſolely ; 
though he held the official pen. It was the letter af the noble 


This appears ſo evidently in the Virginian Addrefs, that we 
ſhall introduce it. The Aﬀembly of Virginia, in their Addreſs to 
Lord Botetourt's Speech, expreſs themſelves thus; We will not 
s ſuffer our preſent hopes, ariſing from the pleaſing proſpect your 
« Lordſhip hath fo kindly opened and diſplayed to us, to be daſh- 
% ed by the bitter reflection that. uture adminiſtration will 
« entertain a with to depart from that plan, which affords the 
* fureſt and moſt permanent foundation of public tranquillity and 
„% happineſs; No, my Lord, we are ſure our moſt gracious Sowe- 
„ reign, under whatzver changes may happen in his confidential 
« ſervants, will remain immutable in the ways of truth and juſtice, 
* and that he is incapable of deceiving his faithful ſubjefs ; and 
« we eſteem your Lordſhip's information not only as warranted, 
but even ſanCtified by the royal word.” 

B Lord 
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at this hour. The very 
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Lord upon the floor ®, and of all the King's then miniſters, 
who (with I think the — two only) are his Miniſters 
rſt news that a Britiſh Parliament 
heard of what it was to do with the duties which it had given 
and granted to the King was by the publication of the votes of 
American aſſemblies. It was in America that your reſolutions 
were pre-declared. It was from thence that we knew to a 
certainty, how much exactly, and not a ſcruple more nor 
leſs, we were to repeal. e were unworthy to be let into 
the ſecret of our own conduct. The aſſemblies had confidential 
communications from his Majeſty's confidential ſervants. We 
were nothing but inſtruments. Do you, after this, wonder 
that you have no weight and no reſpe& in the Colonies ? After 
this, are you ſurpriſed, that Parliament is every day and 
every where loſing (I feel it with ſorrow, I utter it with re- 
luctance) that reverential afteQtion, which ſo endearing a 
name of authority ought ever to with it ; that 52 are 
obeyed ſoltly from reſpect to the ; and that this 
Houſe, the ground and pillar of freedom, is itſelf held up only 
by the treacherous under-pinning and clumſy buttreſſes of 

arbitrary power ? m ates of job 

If this dignity, which is to in 1 i 

a ſenſe, had been conſulted, © "fa POT 
eſerving it, and for reconciling it with any conceſſion. If 
in the ſeſſion of 1769, that ſeſſion of idle terror and empty 


. menaces, you had, as you were often preſſed to do, repealed 


theſe taxes, then your. ſtrong operations would have come 
juſtified and enforced, in caſe your conceſſions had been re- 
turned by outrages. But, prepoſterouſly you with 
violence; and before 2 L any , eithor 

or bad, your miniſters immediately pardon, and 
— herd to the obſtinate — which 
had refuſed in an eaſy, 1 complying Britiſh Par- 
liament. The aſſemblies, which had been publicly and 
avowedly diſſolved for their contumacy, are called together to 
receive your ſubmiſſion. Your miniſterial direQors bluſtered 
like tragic tyrants here; and then went mumping with a ſore 
leg in America, canting, and whining, and complaining of 
faction which repreſented them as friends to a revenue for the 
Colonies. I hope nobody in this Houſe will hereafter have 
the impudence to defend American taxes in the name of 


Lord North. 


Fl Miniſtry. 


/ 


& confidence on which the glory and ſafety of the Britiſh 
« Empire depend.” | 
og. They ave ee already. The Ge yeur tore 
ity. are gone A th of your 
* pledged for the political principle. The general de- 
claration in the Letter to the whole of it. You muſt 
therefore either abandon the ſcheme of taxing ; or, you muſt 
ſend the Miniſters tarred and feathered to America, who 
dared to hold out Royal Faith for a renuneiation of all 
taxes for revenue. em you muſt puniſh, or this faith you 
muſt preſerve. The preſervation of this faith is of more con- 
ſequence than the duties on red lead, or white lead, or on 
— — glaſi, or atlas ptr of or blue-royal, or 
or fol cap, whi ve given up, or the three- 
__ ce you mare! ce) The Lang went ſtampt 
with the public authority of this kingdom. The inſtructions 
for the y government go under no other ſanction; and 
America cannot believe, and will not obey you, if you do not 
preſerve this channel of communication ſacred. You are 
now puniſhing the Colonies for acting on diſtinctions, held 
out by that very Miniſtry which is here ſhining in riches, in 
favour, and in power; and urging the puniſhment of the 
vo offence, to which they had themſelves been the tempters. 
ir, if reaſons reipecting ſimply your own commerce, 
which is your own convenience, were the ſole grounds of the 
repeal of the five duties, why does Lord Hillſborough, in diſ- 
claiming in the name of the King and Miniſtry their ever 
having had an intent to tax for revenue, mention it as the 
means of re-eſtabliſhing the confidence and affection of 
the Colonies?” Is it a way 7 others, to aſſure 
them that you will take good care of yourſe/f ? The medium, 
the only medium, for regaining their affection and confidence 
is, that you will take off ſomething oppreſſive to their minds. 
Sir, the Letter ſtrongly enforces that idea; for though the 
repeal of the taxes is promiſed on commercial principles, yet 
the means of counteraQting © the infinuations of men with 
tactious and ſeditious views, © is by a diſclaimer of the inten- 
| B 2 tion 
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tion of taxing for revenue, as a conſtant invariable ſentiment 

aud, rule of conduct in he goyernment of America. 

„I remember, that.the noble Lord on the Hor, not in, a 

| 7 be ſure (it would be diſorderly to refer 5 it, 

3 5 ſuppoſe I read iti ſome where), but the] noble Lord "was 
ea 


woifats that he did not conceive how i it 8 
of man to impoſe ſuch taxes as thoſe of 1767. 
n he voted for impoſing, and voted for 
vegans; 5 8s beipg taxes, contrary to all the principles of 
erce, Jai on Britiſb Manufaclures. 
fay the noble Lord is perfectly well read, hecauſe the 
* his particular office requires he ſhould be ſo, in all 
our revenue laws; and in the policy which is to be colleQed 
out of them. Now, Sir, when he had read this a& of Ame- 
Tican revenue, and a little recovered from his aſtoniſhment, 
1 ſuppoſe he made one ſtep retrograde (it is but one) and look- 
ed at the act, which ſtands juſt before in the Statute Book. 
The American revenue act is the forty-fifth chapter; the 
other to which I refer is the forty-fourth of the ſame ſeſſion. 
- Theſe two acts are both to the ſame purpoſe ; both revenue 
acts; both taxing out of the kingdom; both taxing Britiſh 
manuſaQures exported. As the ach i is an act for raiſing a 
revenue in America, the 44th is an act for raiſing a revenue 
in the Iſle of Man.” The two ads perfectly agree in all re- 
ſpefts, except one. In the act for . — x Iſle of Man, the 
noble Lord will find (not, as in the American act, four or 
five articles) but almoſt the whole bedy of Britiſh manufac- 
tures, taxed from two and an half to fifteen fer cent. and ſome 
articles, ſuch as that of ſpirits, a great deal higher. You 
did not think it uncommercial to tax the whole maſs of your 
manufaQures, and, let me add, your agriculture too ; for, I 
now recollect, Britiſh corn is there alſo taxed up to ten per 
cent. and this too in the very head-quarters, the very citadel of 
ſmuggling, the Iſle of Man. Now will the noble Lord con- 
deſcend to tell me why he repealed the taxes on your manu- 
factures ſent out to America, and not the taxes on the manu- 
faQures -exported to the Iſle of Man? The principle was 
exactly the ſame, the objects charged infinitely more exten- 
. five, the duties without compariſon higher. Why? why, 
.notwithſtandi:y all his childiſh pretexts, becauſe the taxes 
were quietly ſubmitted to in the Ifle of Man; and becauſe 
they raiſed a flame in America. Your reaſons were polinents 


b 
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not commercial. The repeal was made, as Lord Hill/6o- 
raygh's Letter well expreſſes it, to regain © the confidence 
« and affection of the Colonies, on which the glory and 
« ſafety of the Britiſh Empire depend.” A wiſe and juſt 
motive ſurely if ever there was ſuch. But the miſchief and 
diſhonour is, that you have not done what you had given the 
Colonies juſt cauſe to expect, when your miniſters diſclaimed 
the idea of taxes for a revenue. There is nothing ſimple, no- 
thing manly, nothing ingenuous, open, decifive, or ſteady in 
the proceeding, with regard either to the continuance or the 
repeal of the taxes. The whole has an air of littleneſs and 
fraud. The article of tea is flurred over in the Circular 
Letter, as it were by accident—nothing is ſaid of a reſolution 
either to keep that tax, or to give it up. There is no fair 
dealing in any part of the tranſaction. | 
If you mean to follow your true motive and your public 
faith, give up your tax on tea for raifing a revenue, the prin- 
ciple of which has, in effect, been diſclaimed in your name; 
and which produces no advantage ; no, not a penny. Or, if 
you chooſe to 7 on with a poor pretence inſtead of a ſolid 
reaſon, and will ſtill adhere to 2 cant of commerte, you 
have ten thouſand times more ſtrong commercial reaſons ſor 
giving up this duty on tea, than for abandoning the five others 
that you have already renounced. 
The American conſumption of teas is annually, I believe, 
worth 300,000l. at the leaſt farthing. If you urge the Ame- 
rican violence as a juſtification of your perſeverance in en- 
forcing this tax, you know that you can never anſwer this 
ain queſtion—Why did you repeal the others given in the 
ame act, whilſt the very ſame violence ſubſiſted ?—But you 
did not find the violence ceaſe upori that concefſion.---No ! 
becauſe the conceſſion was far ſhort of ſatisfying the principte 
which Lord Hillſbarougb had abjured; or even the pretence 
on which the repeal of the other taxes was announced: and 
becauſe, by enabling the Eaſt India Company to open a ſhop 
for defeating the American reſolution not to pay that ſpecific 
tax, you manifeſtly ſhowed a hankering after the principle of 
the act which you formerly had renounced. Whatever road 
take leads to a compliance with this motion. It opens to 
"you at the end of every viſto. Your commerce, your policy, 
your promiſes, your reaſans, your pretences, yolir. conlif- | 
tency, your inconfiſlency---all jointly oblige you to this re- 
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But ſtill it ſticks in our throats, if we go fo far, the Ame- 


ricans will go farther.---We do not know that. We ought, 
from experience, rather to preſume the contrary. Do we 
not know for certain, that the Americans are going on as faſt 
as poſſible, whilſt we refuſe to gratify them ? Can do 
more, or can do worſe, if we yield this point ? I think 
this conceſſion will rather fix a turnpike to prevent their fur- 
ther progreſs. It is impoſſible to anſwer for bodies of men. 
But I am ſure the natural effect of fidelity, clemency, kind- 
neſs in governors, is peace, good-will, order, and eſteem, 
on the part of the governed. I would certainly, at leaſt, 
give theſe fair principles a fair trial; which, ſince the mak- 
ing of this a& to this hour, they never had. 

Sir, the Hon. Gentleman having ſpoken what he thought 
neceſſary upon the narrow part of the ſubjeQ, I have given 
him, I hope, a ſatisfactory anſwer. He next preſſes me by 
a variety of direct challenges and oblique refleQions to ſay 
ſomething on the hiſtorical part. I ſhall therefore, Sir, open 
myſelt fully on that important and delicate ſubje& ; not for 
the ſake of telling you a long ſtory (which, I know, Mr. 
Spcaker, you are not particularly fond of), but for the ſake 
of the weighty inſtruction that, I flatter myſelf, will neceſ- 
farily reſult from it. It ſhall not be longer, if I can help it, 
than ſo ſerious a matter requires. 

Permit me then, Sir, to lead your attention far back; 
back to the a& of navigation ; the corner-ſtone of the policy 
of this country with regard to its colonies. Sir, that policy 
was, from the beginning, purely commercial ; and the com- 
mercial ſyſtem was wholly reſtrictive. It was the f of a 


monopoly. No trade was let looſe from that int, but 


merely to enable the Coloniſts to diſpoſe of what, in the 
courſe of your trade, you could not take; or to enable them 
to diſpoſe of ſuch articles as we forced upon them, and for 
which, without ſome degree of liberty, hey could not pay. 
Hence all your ſpecific and detailed enumerations : hence the 
innumerable checks and counter-checks : hence that infinite 
variety of paper chains by which you bind together this com- 
plicated ſyſtem of the Colonies, This principle of commer- 
cial monopoly runs through no leſs than twenty-nine Acts of 
Parliament, from the year 1660 to the unfortunate period of- 
1764. 

2 all thoſe acts the ſyſtem of commerce is eſtabliſhed, as 
that from whence alone you propoſed to make the Colonies 


con- 


= 
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contribute (I mean directiy and by the operation of your 
ſuperintending legiſlative —_ * ſtrength of the em- 
ire. I venture to ſay, that during the whole period, a par- 
x R II — — 

i ccordingly, in num laws wi 
regard to the — the words which diſtinguiſh re- 
venue laws, 135 as ſuch, were, I think, premeditate- 
avoided. I do not ſay, Sir, that a form of words alters 
nature of the law, or abridges the power of the law-giver. 
It certainly does not, However, title and formal preambles 
are not always idle words; and the lawyers frequently argue 
from them. I ſlate theſe facts to ſhow, not what was your 
right, but what has been your ſettled policy. Our revenue 
laws have uſually a title, rting their being grants, and 
the words give and grant uſually precede the enacting parts. 
Although duties were impoſed on America in AQs of King 
Charles the Second, in Acts of King William, no one 
title of giving an aid to His Majeſty,” or any other of the 
uſual titles to revenue acts, was to be found in any of them 
till 1704, nor were the words © give and grant” in any 
preamble until the 6th of George the Second. However, the 
title of this A& of George the Second, notwithſtanding the 
words of donation, conſiders: it merely as a regulation of 
trade, An A& for the better ſecuring of the trade of His 
Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in America.“ This AQ was 
made on a compromiſe of all, and at the expreſs deſire of a 
part of the Colonies themſelves. It was therefore in ſome 
meaſure with their conſent ; and having a title diceQly pur- 
porting no more than a commercial regulation, and being in 
truth nothing more, the words were paſſed by, at a time when 
no jealouſy was entertained, and things were little ſcrutinized. 
Even Governor Barnard in his ſecond printed leiter, dated in 
1763, gives it as his opinion, that it was an act of probi- 
bition, not of revenue.” This is certainly true; that no act 
avowedly for the purpoſe of revenue, and with the ordinary 
title and recital taken together, is found in the ſtatute book 
until the year I have mentioned ; that is the year 1764. All 
before this period ſtood on commercial regulation and reſtraint. 
The ſcheme of a Colony revenue by Britiſh authority appeared 
therefore to the Americans in the light of a great innovation; 
the words of Governor Barnard”s ninth letter, written in 
Nov, 1765, tate this idea very ſtrongly ; © it muſt,” ſays 
he, “have been ſuppoſed, kd an innovation as a parliamen- 
** tary taxation would cauſe a great alarm, and meet with 
* much oppoſition in moſt parts of America; it was quif? new 
B 4 to 
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from their infancy, grew with their growth, and ſtrengthen- 


manner as got far the ſtart of 
unaſſiſted nature. This capital was a hot- bed to them. No- 
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© 'to the people, and had no'vi/ible bounds ſet to it.” After 
t there, he lays, © was 

« this a time to introduce ſo great a novelty as a parliamentary 
« inland taxation in America?“ Whatever the right might 
have been, this mode of uſing it was abſolutely new in policy 


and practice. * 4 


Sir, they who are friends to the ſchemes of American re- 
venue ſay, that the commercial reſtraint is full as hard a law 


for America to live under. I think ſo too. I think it, if un- 


rſated, to be a condition of as rigorous ſervitude as men 
can be ſubject to. But Ametica bore it from the fundamental 
act of navigation until 1964.---Why ? Becauſe men do bear 
the inevitable conſtitution of their original nature with all its 
infirmities. The act of navigation attended the Colonies 


ed with their ſtrength. They were confirmed in obedience 
to it, even more by uſage than by law. They ſcarcely had 
remembered a time when they were not ſubject to ſuch re- 
ſtraint. Beſides, they were indemnified for it by a pecuniary | 
compenſation, Their monopoliſt happened to be one of the 


richeſt men in the world. By his immenſe capital (primarily 


employed, not for their benefit, but his own), they were 
enabled to proceed with their fiſheries, their agriculture, their 
ſhip-building (and their trade too within the limits), in fuch a 
the ſlow languid operations of 


thing in the hiſtory of mankind is like their progreſs. For my 


part, I never caſt an eye on their flouriſhing commerce, and 
their cultivated and commodious life, but they ſeem to me 


rather ancient nations grown to perfection 3 a long 
ſeries of fortunate events, and a train of ſucceſsful induſtry, 
accumulating wealth in many centuries, than the Colonies of 
yeſterday; than a ſet of miſerable out-caſts a few years ago, 
not ſo much ſent as thrown out on the bleak and barren ſhore 
of a deſolate wilderneſs three thouſand miles from all civilized 
intercourſe. | | 
All this was done by England, whilſt England purſued trade 
and forgot revenue. You not only acquired commerce, but 
actually created the very objects of trade in America; and 
that creation you raiſed the trade of this kingdom at leaſt 
four-fold. America had the compenſation of your capital, 
which made her bear her ſervitude. She had another com- 
penſation, which you are now going to take away from her. 
She had, except the commercial reſtraint, every charadle- 
riftic mark of a free people in all ber internal concerns. 
| 5 | She 
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She had the image of the Britiſh conſtitution. She had the 
ſubſtance. She was taxed by her own repreſentatives. She 
choſe' moſt of her own magiſtrates. She paid them all. She 
had in effect the ſole diſpoſal of her own internal government. 
This whole ſtate of commercial ſervitude and civil liberty, ta- 
ken together, is certainly not per ſect freedom; but comparing 
it with the ordinary circumſtances of human nature, it was 
an bappy and a liberal condition. 2 

I know, Sir, that great and not unſucceſsful pains have 
been taken to inflame our minds by an outcry, in this Houſe 
and out of it, that in America the act of navigation neither is, 
or ever was, obeyed. - But if you take the Colonies through, 
I affirm, that its authority never was diſputed; that it was no 
where diſputed for any length of time; and on the whole, 
that it was well obſerved. Wherever the act preſſed hard, 
many individuals indeed evaded it. This is nothing. Theſe 
ſcattered individuals never denied the law, and never obeyed 
it. Juſt as it happens whenever the laws of trade, whenever 
| the laws of revenue, preſs hard upon the people in England; 
in that caſe all your ſhores are full of contraband. Your 
Tight to give a y to the Eaſt India Company, your 
right to lay immenſe duties on French brandy, are not diſ- 
* in England. You do not make this charge on any man. 
But you know that there is not a creek from Pentland Frith 
to the Iſle of Wight, in which they do not ſmuggle immenſe 
1 teas, Eaſt India goods, and brandies. I take it 

granted, that the authority of Gov. Bernard in this point 
is indiſputable. Speaking of theſe laws, as they regarded 
that — America now in ſo unhappy a condition, he ſays, 
% believe they are no where better ſupported than in this 
4 Province; I do not pretend that it is entirely free from a 
4 breach of theſe laws; but that ſuch a breach, if diſcover- 
ed, is juſtly puniſhed.” What more can you fay of the 
obedience to any laws in any Country ? An obedience to theſe 
laws formed the acknowledgement, inſtituted by yourſelves, 
for your ſuperiority; and was the payment you originally 
impoſed for your protection. 
Whether you were right or wrong in eſtabliſhing the Co- 
| Jonies on the principles of commercial ly, rather than on 
that of revenue, is at this day a problem of mere ſpeculation. 
You cannot have both by the ſame authority. To join toge- 
ther the reſtraints of an univerſal internal and external mono- 
Pely, with an univerſal internal and external taxation, is an un- 


natural union; perſec uncompenſated ſlavery. You have Jong 
| ce 


tempts in that 
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ſince decided for yourſelf and them; and you and they have 


proſpered exceedingly under that deciſion. 

This nation, Sir, never thought of departing from that 
choice until the, period immediately on the cloſe of the laſt 
war. Then a ſcheme of government new in many things 
ry to re adopted. I = 8 be t I ſaw, oy 
ral ſymptoms reat change, whi in your , 
a grail white before Na 
At that period the neceſlity was eſtabliſhed of keeping up no 
leſs than twenty new regiments, with twenty colonels capable 
of ſeats in this Houſe. This ſcheme was adopted with very 
general approbation from all ſides, at the very time that, by 
your conqueſts in America, your danger from foreign at- 
part of the world was much leſſened, or in- 
deed rathcr quite over. When this huge increaſe of military 
eſtabliſhment was reſolved on, a revenue was to be found to 
ſupport ſo great a burden. Country gentlemen, the great 
patrons of economy, and the great reſiſters of a ſtanding 
armed force, would not have entered with much alacrity i 


into 
the vote for ſo large and ſo expenſive an army, if they had 
been very ſure, that they were to continue to pay for it. But 
hopes of another kind were held out to them; and in parti- 
cular, I well remember that Mr. 7. , in a brilliant 
harangue on this ſubject, did dazzle them, by playing before 


their eyes the i of a revenue to be raiſed in America. 
Here began to dawn the firſt glimmerings of this new Co- 


lony ſyſtem. It appeared more diſtinctly afterwards, when 
it was devolved upon a perſon to whom, on other accounts, 
this Country owes very great obligations. I do believe, that 
he had a very ſerious Are to benefit the public. But with 
no ſmall ſtudy of the detail, he did not ſeem to have his 
view, at leaſt equally, carried to the total circuit of our af- 
fairs. He generally conſidered his objeQs in lights that were 
rather too detached. Whether the buſineſs of an American 
revenue was impoſed upon him altogether ; whether it was 
entirely the reſult of his own ſpeculation; or, what is more 


probable, that his own ideas rather coincided with the in- 


ſtructions he had received; certain it is, that, with the beſt 
intentions in the world, he firſt brought this fatal ſcheme into 
form, and eſtabliſhed it by act of parliament. 

No man can believe, that at ths time of day I mean to 
lean on the venerable memory of a great man, whoſe loſs 
we deplore in common. Our little party-differences have been 
long ago compoſed ; and I have acted more with him, and cer- 
tainly with more pleaſure with him, than ever I ated * 

m. 
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Mr. Grenville was a firſt-rate figure in 
this country. With a maſculine underſtandi 


and a ſtout 


and reſolute heart, he had an application undiſhpated and un- 
wearied. He took public buſineſs, not as a duty which he 


was to fulfil, but as a 


pleaſure he was to enjoy; and he ſeem- 


ed to have no delight out of this Houſe, except in ſuch things 
as ſome way related to the buſineſs that was to be done within 
it. If he was ambitious, I will ſay this for him, his ambition 


was of a noble and 


practice in all its buſineſs. f 
Sir, if ſuch a man fell into errors, it muſt be from defects 
not intrinſical ; they muſt be rather ſought in the particular 


habits of his life; which, 


though they do not alter the ground- 


ſtrain. It was to raiſe himſelf, 
not by the low. pimping politics of a court, but to win his way 
to power, through the laborious gradations of public ar ; 
and to ſecure to himſelf a well- earned rank in Parli 

by a thorough knowledge of its conſtitution, and a perfect 


iament, 


work of character, yet tinge it with their own hue. He was 
bred in a profeſſion. He was bred to the law, which is, in 
422 one of the firſt and nobleſt of human ſciences; 
a {cience which does more to quicken and invigorate the un- 
derſtanding, than all the other kinds of —_— together; 


but it is not 


except in perſons happily 
and to liberize the mind exactly N Of proportion. Paſ- 


n, to open 


ſing from that ſtudy he did not go very largely into the world; 
but plunged into buſineſs; I mean into buſineſs of office ; and 
the limited and fixed methods and forms eſtabliſhed there. 


there is no knowledge 


Much knowledge is to be had undoubtedly in that line; and 
which is not valuable. But it may be 


truly ſaid, that men too much converſant in office are rarely 
minds of remarkable enlargement. 
apt to give them a turn to think the ſubſtance of buſineſs not. 


to be much more im 


Their habits of office are 


portant than the forms in which it is con- 


ducted. Theſe forms are adapted to ordinary occaſions; and 
therefore perſons who are nurtured in office do admirably 


well, as long as things 


on in their common order ; but 
when the high roads are broken up, and the waters out, when 


a new and troubled ſcene is opened, and the ble affords no 
precedent, then it is that a greater knowledge of mankind, 
and a far more extenſive comprehenſion of things, is requi- 
ſite than ever office gave, or than office can ever give. Mr. 
Grenville thought better of the wiſdom and power of human 
legiſlation than in truth it deſerves. He conceived, and many 
conceived along with him, that the flouriſhing trade of this 


* 


country was greatly owing to law and inſtitution, and not quite 


ſo 


& : q 
fo much to liberty; for but too many are apt to believe tegu- 
lation to be commerce, and taxes to be revenue. Anion 
regulations, that which ſtood firſt in reputation was his idol | 
I mean the act of navigation. He has often profeſſed it to 
to be ſo. The policy of that act is, I readily admit, in many 
reſpects well underſtood, But I do fay, that if the act be 
ſuffered to run the full length of its principle, and is not 
changed and modified according to the change of times and 
the fluQtuation of circumſtances, it muſt do great miſchief , 
and frequently even defeat its own purpoſe. | 

After the war, and in the laſt years of it, the trade of 
America had increaſed far beyond the ſpeculations of the moft 
ſanguine imaginations. It ſwelled out on every ſide. It filled 
all its proper channels to the brim. It overflowed with 'a 
rich redundance, and breaking its banks on the right and on 
the left, it ſpread out upon fome places where it was indeed 
improper, upon others were it was only irregular. It is the 
nature of all greatneſs not to be exaQ; and great trade will 
always be attended with conſiderable abufes. The contra- 
band will always keep peace in ſome meaſure with the fair 
trade. It ſhould ſtand as a fundamental maxim, that no vul- 
gar precaution ought to be employed in the cure of evils, 
which are cloſely connected with the caufe of our proſperity. 
Perhaps this great perſon turned his eye ſomewhat leſs than 
was juſt towards the incredible increaſe of the fair trade; 
and looked with ſomething of too exquiſite a jealouſy towards 
the contraband. He certainly felt a ſingular degree of anx- 
iety on the ſubject; and even began to act from that 
earlier than is commonly imagined. For whilſt he was firft 
lord of the admiralty, though not ſtrictly called upon in his 
official line, he preſented a very ſtrong memorial to the lords 
of the treaſury; (my lord Bute was then at the head of the 
board) heavily complaining of the growth of the illicit com- 
merce in America. Some miſchief happened even at that 
time from this over-earneſt zeal. Much greater happened 
afterwards when it operated with greater power in the higheſt 
department of the finances. The bonds of the act of navi- 
gation were ſtrained ſo much, that America was on the point 
of having no trade, either contraband or legitimate. They 
found, under the conſtruction and execution then uſed, the 
act no longer ticing but aQually ſtrangling them. All this 
coming with new enumerations of commodities ; with re- 


This Act is very oppreſſive on Ireland, as obſerved by Lord 
Clare, in the notes to his Poem, preſeated to the Queen. 
gulatioas 
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gulations which in a manner put a ſtop to the mutual coaſting 
intercourſe of the Colonies; with the appointment of courts 
of admiralty under various improper circumſtances ; with a 
ſudden extinction of the paper currencies ; with a compulſory 
proviſion for the quartering of 'oldiers, the people of America 
thought themſelves 1 againſſ as delinquents, or at 
beſt as people under ſuſpicion of delinquency; and in ſuch a 
manner, as they imagined, their recent ſervices in the war 
did not at all merit. Any of theſe innumerable regulations, 
perhaps, would not have alarmed alone; ſome might be 
thought reaſonable ; the multitude ſtruck them with terror. 

But the grand manceuvre ini that buſineſs of new regulating 
the colonies, was the 15th act of 4 George III.; which, be- 
ſides containing of the matters to which I have juſt 
alluded, opened a new principle: and here properly 
the ſecond period of the policy of this country with ri to 
the Colonies; by which the ſcheme of à regular plantation 
parliamentary revenue was adopted in theory, and ſettled in 
practice. A revenue not ſubſtituted in the place of, but ſuper- 
added to, a monopoly; which monopoly was enforced at the 
ſame time with additional ſtrictneſs, and the execution put 
into military hands. 

This act, Sir, had for the firſt time the title of © granting 
& duties in the Colonies and Plantations of America ;” and 
for the firſt time it was aſſerted in the preamble, that it was 


— 


A juſt and neceſſary that a revenue ſhould be raiſed there. Then 
* came the technical words of giving and granting; and thus 
n a complete American revenue act was made in all the forms, 
ft and with a full avowal of the right, equity, policy, and even 
is neceſſity of taxing the Colonies, without any formal conſent 
15 of theirs. There are contained alſo in the preamble to that 
e act theſe very remarkable words the Commons, &c.---- 
C te being deſirous to make ſome proviſion in the preſent Seſſion 


% of Parliament towards raiſing the faid revenue.” By 
theſe words it appeared to the Colonies, that this a& was but 
a beginning of ſorrows; that every ſeſſion was to produce 
ſomething of the ſame kind; that we were to go on from day 
to day, in charging them with ſuch taxes as we pleaſed, for 
ſuch a military force as we ſhould think proper. Had this 

lan been purſued, it was evident that the provincial aſſem- 
blies, in which the Americans felt all their portion of im- 
portance, and beheld their ſole image of freedom were if/o 
facto annihilated. -This ill proſpect before them ſeemed to 
be boundleſs in extent, and endleſs in duration. Sir, they are 
| , . not 
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taxation. Great was the a 
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not miſtaken. The Miniſtry valued themſelves when this act 
ſſed, and when they gave notice of the Stamp Act, that 
of the duties came very ſhort of their ideas of American 


pprobation of this meaſure here. 
In England we cried out for new taxes on America, whilſt 
they cried out that they were nearly cruſhed with thoſe which 
the war and their own grants had upon them. 

Sir, it has been ſaid in the debate, that when the firſt A- 
merican revenue act, (the act in 1764, impoſing the poor 
duties) paſſed, the Americans did not object to the principle. 
It is true they touched it but very tenderly. It was not a di- 
rect attack. They were, it is true, as yet novices; as yet 
unaecuſtomed to direct attacks upon any of the rights of Par- 
liament. The duties were port duties, like thoſe they had 
been accuſtomed to bear ; with this difference, that the title 
was not the ſame, the preamble not the ſame, and the ſpirit 
altogether unlike. But of what ſervice is this obſervation to 
the cauſe of thoſe that make it? It is a full refutation of the 
pretence for their preſent cruelty to America; for it ſhows, 
out of their own mouths, that our Colonies were backward 
to enter into the preſent vexations and ruinous controverſy. 
There is alſo another circulation abroad, (fpread with a 
malignant 1 ion, which I cannot attribute to thoſe who 
ſay the ſame thing in this houſe) that Mr. Grenville gave the 
Colony agents an option for their aſſemblies to tax themſelves, 
which they had refuſed. I find that much ſtreſs is laid on 
this, as a fact. However, it happens neither to be true nor 
poſſible. I will obſerve firſt, that Mr. Grenville never thought 
fit to make this apology for himſelf in the innumerable de- 
bates that were had upon the ſubject. He might have pro- 
poſed to the Colony agents, that they ſhould agree in ſome 
mode of taxation as the ground of an Act of Parliament. But 
he never could have propoſed that they ſhould tax themſelves 
on requiſition, which is the aſſertion of the day. Indeed, 
Mr. Grenville well knew, that the Colony agents could have 
no general powers to conſent to it ; and they had no time to 
conſult their afſemblies for particular powers, before he paſſed 
his firſt revenue act. If you compare dates you will it 
impoſſible. Burdened as the agents knew the Colonies were 
at that time, they could not give the leaſt hope of ſuch grants. 
His own favourite governor was of opinion that the Ameri- 
cans were not then taxable objeQs. 
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ce Nor was the time leſs favourable to the equity e a 
taxation. I don't mean 25 pute the reaſonableneſs Tr 72 
contributing to the charger of Great Britain when ſhe is able; 
nor, I believe, would the Americans themſelves have diſputed it, 
at a proper time and ſeaſon. But it ſbould be conſidered, that 
the an 2 ang bave, in the proſecution 0 

the late war, contratled very arge debts ; which it — 4 

ome s to off, and in the mean time occaſion - 
— Ir only. For - this go- 
vernment, which is as much before-band as any, raiſes every 
year 37,500). fterling, for finking their debt, and muſt continue 
it for four years longer at leaſt before it will be clear.” 


Theſe are the words of Governor Bernard's Letter to a 
member of the old miniſtry, and which he has ſince printed. 
Mr. Grenville could not have made this tion to the 
agents for another reaſon. He was of opinion, which he has 
declared in this Houſe an hundred times, that the Colonies 
could not legally grant any revenue to the Crown; and that 
infinite miſchief would be the conſequence of ſuch a power. 
When Mr. Grenville had paſſed the farſt revenue act, and in 
the ſame ſeſſion had made this Houſe come to a reſolution for 
laying a ſtamp-duty on ica, between that time and the 
paſſing the ſtamp- act intp a law, he told a confiderable and 
moſt reſpectable merchant, a member of this Houſe, whom I 
am truly forry I do not now fee in his place, when he repre- 
ſented againſt this ing, that if the ſtamp-duty was 
diſliked, he was willing to exchange it for any other equally 
productive; but” that if he objected to the Americans being 
taxed by Parliament, he might fave himſelf the trouble of 
the diſcuſſion, as he was determined on the meaſure. This 
is the fact, and, 1 I will mention a very unque- 
| 


ſtionable authori it. | 
Thus, Sir, I have dif of this falſchood. But falſes 
hood has a perennial ſpring. It is ſaid, that no conjecture 


could be made of the diſlike of the Colonies to the principle. 
This is as untrue as the other. After the reſolution of the 
Houſe, and before the paſſing of the ſtamp-aQ, the Colonies 
of Maſſachuſett's Bay and New York did remonſtrances, 
objecting to this mode of parliamentary taxation. What was 
the conſequence? They were ſupprefſed; they were put 
under the table ; notwithſtanding an order of council to the 
contrary, by the miniſtry which compoſed the very council 
that had made the order; and thus the ä 


: 
4 + 
% 


Sg vr. w 44 Gr enoth ue wad... , 


1 | 

I 32 J 1 
buſineſs of taxing without the leaſt regular knowledge of the 
objections which were made to it. But to give that Houſe its 
due, it was not over deſirous to receive information, or to 
hear remonſtrance. On the 15th of n whilſt 
the ſtamp- act was under deliberation, they ſcorn 
even ſo much as to receive four petitions preſented from fo 
reſpeQable Colonies as Conneficut, Rhode-Ifland, Fir ginia, 
Carolina; beſides one from the traders of Jamaica. As 

to the Colonies, they had no alternative left to them, but to 
diſobey ; or to pay the taxes impoſed by that Parliament 
which was not ſuffered, or did not ſuffer itſelf, even to hear 


them remonſtrate upon the ſubjeQ. 


This was the ſtate of the Colonies before his Majeſty 
thought fit to change his miniſters. It ſtands upon no autho- 


' rity of mine. It is proved by incontrovertible records. The 


Hon. Gentleman has deſired ſome of us to lay our hands u 
our hearts and anſwer to his queries upon the hiſtorical part 
of this conſideration ; and by his manner (as well as my eyes 
could diſcern it) he ſeemed to addreſs himſelf to me. 

Sir, I will anſwer him as clearly as I am able, and with 

eat openneſs : I have nothing to conceal. , In the year ſixty- 
— being in * private ſtation, far enough from a 
line of buſineſs, not having the honour of a ſeat in this 
Houſe, it was my fortune, unknowing and unknown to the 
then miniſtry, by the intervention of a common friend, to 
become connected with a very noble perſon, and at the head 
of the Treaſury department. It was indeed in a ſituation of 
little rank 'and no conſequence, ſuitable to the mediocrity of 
my talents and pretenſions. But a ſituation near enough to 
enable me to ſee, as well as others, what was going on ; and 
I did fee in that noble perſon ſuch ſound principles, ſuch an 
enlargement of mind, ſuch clear and fagacious ſenſe, and 
ſuch unſhaken fortitude, as have bound me, as well as others, 
much better than me, by an inviolable attachment to him 
from that time forward, Sir, Lord Rockingham very early 
in that ſummer received a ſtrong repreſentation from many 
. Engliſh merchants and manufacturers, from gover- 

pr 


nors ovinces and commanders'of men of war, againſt 


almoſt the whole of the American commercial regulations: and 


particularly with regard to the total ruin which was threateried 

to the Spaniſh trade. I believe, Sir, the noble Lord ſoon faw 

his way in this buſineſs. But he did not rafhly determine a- 

inſt acts which it might be ſuppoſed were the reſult of mach 

deliberation, However, Sir, he ſcarcely began to openithe grand 
w 


o 


>.. 
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when the whole veteran body of office took the alarm. A 
violent outcry of all (except thoſe who knew and felt the miſ- 
chief) was 4 any alteration. On one hand, this 
attempt was a direct violation of treaties and public law. — 
On the other, the A& of Navigation and all the corps of 
trade laws were drawn up in array againſt it. 
The firſt ſtep the noble Lord took was to have the opini- 
on of his excellent, learned, and ever lamented friend, the 
late Mr. Yorke, then attorney general, on the point of law. 
When he knew that formally and officially, which in ſubſtance 
he had known before, he immediat y diſpatched orders 
to redreſs the grievance. But I will ſay it for the then 
miniſter, he is of that conſtitution of mind, that I know 
he would have iſſued, on the ſame critical occaſion, the 
very ſame orders, if the Ads of Trade had been, as they 
were not, directly againſt him; and would have cheerfully 
ſubmitted to the equity of Parliament for his indemnity 


On the concluſion of this buſineſs of the Spani/b trade, 


the news of the troubles, on account of the ſlamp-act, ar- 
rived in England. It was not until the end of October thas 


theſe accounts were received. No ſooner had the found of 
that mighty tempeſt reached us in England, than the whole 
of the then oppoſition, inſtead of feeling humbled by the 


unhappy iſſue of their meaſures, ſeemed to be infinitely ela- 
ted, and cried out, that the miniſtry; from envy to the glory 
af their predeceſſors, were to repeal the ſtamp-act. 
Near nine years after, the Hon. Gentleman takes quite op 
poſite ground, and now challenges me to put my hand to 
my heart, and ſay, whether the miniſtry had reſolved on the 
repeal till a conſiderable time after the meeting of Par- 
liament: Though 1 do not very well know what the Hon. 
Gentleniah wiſhes to infer from the admiſſion; or from 
the denial, of this fact, on which he ſo earneſtly adjures me; 
I do put my hand on my heart, and aſſure him, that they 
did not come to a reſolution directly to repeal; They weigh- 
ed this matter as its difficulty and importante required. 
They conſidered maturely among themſelves. They con- 
; fulted with all who could give advice or information. It 
_ was not determined until a little before the meeting of Par- 
| liament ; but it was determined, and the main lines of their 
own plan marked out before that meeting: 'Two queſtions 
_ aroſe (I hope I am not going into a narrative troubleſome to 
the Houſe. [A cry of, Go on, Go-on.] | ; 
The firſt of the two conſiderations was, whether the 


. Fepeal thould be total, or whether only partial; taking out 
| C every 
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0 and e and reſerving 

an empty acknowledgment, ſuch as a E 
or dice. The other queſtion was, On what principle the 
act ſhould be ? On this head alſo two principles 
were ſtarted. , that the legiſlative rights of this coun- 
try, with 1 d to America, were not entire, but bad 
certain reſtrictions and limitations. The other principle was, 
that taxes 5 this kind were to the fundamental 
principles of commerce on which the Colomes were founded; 
and contrary to every idea of political equity ; by which 
equity we are bound, as much as poſlible, to extend the ſpi- 
rit and benefit of the Britiſh conſtitution to every part of 
the Britiſh dominions. The both of Done ea 


of the principle of repeal, was made before the ſeſſion ; and 
I wonder 


how any one can read the * 


red the Hon. Gentleman will not think that a 
deal leſs time than was then employed ought to have 
ſpent in deliberation ; when he conſiders that the news of the 
troubles did not arrive till towards the end of October. 
The Parliament ſat to fill the vacancies on the 14th day of De- 
cember, and on buſmeſs the 14th of the January. 
Sir, a partial repeal, or, as the bon ton of the court then 
Was, a 2 would have ſatisfied a timid, unſy ſtematic, 
rocraſtinating miniſtry, as fach a -meafure has ſince done 
ch a miniſtry, A modification is the conſtant reſource of 
weak undeciding minds. 'To repeal by a demal of our right 
to tax in the (and this too did not want adviſers), 
would have cut in the heroic ſtyle, the Gordian knot with a 
' ſword. Either meaſure would have coſt no more than a 
day's debate. But when the total repeal was adopted; and 
adoptod on principles of policy, of equity, and of commerce ; 
this plan made it to enter into many and difficult 


lt became neceflary to a held 
n — Hons. ae 
this tabour did knights t opened the eyes of ſeveral 
to the true ſtate of the American affairs; it — their 
ideas; it removed prejudices: and it conciliated the opinions 
and affeQions of men. The noble Lord, who then took the 
lead in admmiſtration, my Hon. Friend under me, and a 
Right Hon. Gentleman + (if he will not reject his ſhure, and it 
was a large one of this buſineſs) exerted e moſt laudablle i in- 
Guſtry in bringing before you the fulleſt, moſt impartial, and 


Mr. Dowedeſwell. + General. ceny. 


leaſt- 
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rhbJed body of evidegce that. ever was produced to 
_ e. I think the inqui laſted i in the for 
ſix weeks; at its concluſion this Houſe, by an inde- 


dent, + ſpirited, and — Sed majority; 
— ority that will redeem all the . goa dons by ANA, 
in Parliament; in the teeth of all the old l Swiſs 


te, te of all ulators and | 
* We embattled gon of otra 


and pra neee urt, gave a total 
d 42, and (if it had been lo permitted) a 
to this whole empire. 
Ta 8. theſe r becauſe this at of ſp irit 


len hs lately been, in the circulation of this ol 
in ſome ba Kat dC 0 in this Houſe, 118 and to 


tiridity. If, Sir, the conduct of miniſtry, i in pro the 
Wee bed. nren from timidity with regard.to them 985 4 it 
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atly to be egndemned. Intereſted ti 
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_ treqgbled at the projet 


and by worth eagues, Whilſt they 
ſuch dif Te 4s you have ſince 
jar upon yourſclyes, was not afrai 


fraid ſteadily to look 
influence at which he 
in the face. of 


I e - 
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tions, — perhaps ever was in this Houſe, and with 
E. 0 by, even one of the uſual ſupports of aciminiliraging. 
when he 

the face 


repealed the ſtamp-act. He look 
a perſon be had long reſpec and ro 254 254 
hag Aid was then particularly wanting ; I mean Chat- 
bam. He did this 2 le . the declarator AN. 
It is now gi for the uſual purpoſes, by the uſual 
Emiſſaries, that Rackingham . 
of this a& uotil he was bullied into it by Lord Clathom ; 
and the reporters have gone ſo far as publickly to aſſert in an 
hundred companies, that the He. Gentleman under the 
gallery e, *, who had propoſed t repeal in the American 7 
committee, had another ſet ↄf reſolmions in his p z0cket direct- - 
ly the. — Fi be moved. Theſe pr "oy of a deſ- 
perate canſe are, at 20 time, ſpread abroad, with increqibſe 
| the town, rom the, higheſt to the lowgſt 
circ tion W 
_ D ** 
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Sir, whether the noble Lord is of a complexion to be bul- 
lied by Lord Ciat lam, or by any man, I muſt ſubmit to thoſe 
who know him. I confeſs, when I look back to that time, 
I conſider him as placed in one of the moſt trying ſituations 
in which, perhaps, nw man ever ſtood. In the Houſe of 
Peers there were very few of E the noble 
Lord's own particular connexion, (except Lord Egmont, who 
ated, as far as I could diſcern, an honourable and manly 
part,) that did not look to ſome other future atrangement, 
which warped his politicks, > _ in both — a 
new and menacing appearances, that might very 'taturs 
drive any; other, than a moſt reſolute ae Sm 1 
meaſure or from his ſtation. The houſhold troopy '6penly 
revolted. The allies. of miniſtry (thoſe I mean, who fup- 
ſome of their meaſures, but refuſed reſponſihility for 
any) endeayoured to undermine their credit, and to take ground 
that mult be fatal to the ſucceſs. of the very cauſe which they 
would be thought to countenance. The queſtion of the re- 
| was brought on by miniſtry in the Committee of this 
Houſe, in the very inſtant when it was known that more than 
one court negotiation was carrying on with the heads of the 
oppoſition. Every thing, upon Keen ode, was full of trap 
2 Earth below ſhook ;' heaven above menaced ; 
all the elements of miniſterial ſafety were diſſolved. It was 
in the.midſt of this Chaos of plots and counterplots; it was 
in the midſt of this complicated warfare againft public oppo- 
ſition and private treachery, that the firmneſs of that noble 
Perſon was put to the proof. He never ftirred from his 
ground; no, not an inch. He remained fixed and determin- 
ed, in principle, in meaſure, and in conduct. He praQtifed no 
managements. He ſecured no retreat. He t no | 
1 will likewiſe do juſtice, I ought to do it, to t : 
Gentleman who led us in this Houſe . Far from the dupli- 


ity- wickedly c oo him, he gQed his part with alacrity 
reſolution. We all felt inſpired by the example he 
us, down, even to myſelf the weakeſt in that phalanx. I de- 


clare for one, I knew well zh (it could not be concealed 
from any body] the true ſtate ings ; but in my life, I ne- 
ver came with ſo much ſpirits into this Houſe. It was a time 
for a man to sd in. We had powerful enemies ; but we 
had faithful and determined friends ; and a glorious cauſe. 
We had a great battle to fight ; but we had the means of 
fighting ; not as now, when our arms are tied behind us. 
We did fight that day and conquer. * 

General Conway. Iamem- 


{ 87 ) 
I remember, Sir, with a melancholy pleaſure, the 
of the Hon. Gentleman 'who made the motion for the re- 
peal ; in that criſis, when the whole trading intereſt of this 
empire crammed into your lobbies, with a trembling and 
anxious expectation, waited, almoſt to a winter's return of 
light, their fate from your reſolutions. When, at length, 
you had determined in their favour, and your doors thrown 
open, ſhowed them the figure of their deliverer in the well- 
earned triumph of his _—_ from the whole of 
that grave multitude there aroſe an involuntary burſt of gra- 
titude and tranſport. They jumped upon him like children 
on a long abſent father. They clung about him as captives 
about their redeemer. All England, all America joined in his 
applauſe. Nor did he ſeem inſenſible to the beſt of all earth- 
pA rewards, the love and admiration: of his fellow-citizens, 
elevated and joy brightened his creft. I ſtood near him 
and his face, to ale the expreſſion of the i free of the 
ad 


} 


martyr, © h face was as if it had been the face of an angel.” 
I do not know how others feel ; but if I in that 
ſituation, I never would have exchanged it for all that king's 
in their profuſion could beſtow. I did hope, that that day's 
danger and honour would have been a bond te hold us all to- 
gether for ever. But alas l that, with other pleaſing viſions, 
is long ſince vaniſhed. | 

Sir, this act of ſupreme magnanimity has been 

as if it had been a meaſure of an adminiſtration, that, having 
no ſcheme of their own, took a middle line, pilfered a bit 
ſrom one fide and a bit from the other. Sir, they took =o 
middle lines. They differed fundamentally from the ſchemes 
of both parties; but they preſerved the objects of both. They 
the authority of Great Britain. They preſerved 
the equity of Great Britain. They made the declaratory 
act z they repealed the ſtamp-act. They did both fully ; 
becauſe the declaratory act was without qualification ; and 


-the l'of the ſtamp act total. This they did in the ſitu- 
ation I have deſcribed. _ 
Now, Sir, what will the ſay to both theſe acts? 


If the principle of the declaratory act was not good, the prin- 
ciple: we are cantending for- this day is monſtrous. It the 

2 the reyeal was not good, why are we not at war 
or 


a real ſubſtantial effective revenue? If both were 
had; why has this miniſtry incurred all the inconveniencies 


” + General Conway. 
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now, 
bee cerin man of fa& not wholly unrelated to the 
conſideration. We, who would perſuade. 
— to 1 — the ancient policy "H this King labour 
under the A ns Coins phe, ich the court 


rea out ts dll their corps, in order, ito take 
ET Ah who wed prevent you from that 


frantic war ou are to w our Colonies. Their 
cant Jy this 5 1 urban in Amer * been created 
the r the Stamp AA.” I ſuppreſs for a moment 
= wart | at the Rlchood Angry and Ry of of 
E geg Inſtead of remarki 
Tarte, Ao — 4 
benden ore you the ſtate of America, an- 
48 25 N z and ſince the re- 
— the ſchemes of 3 b 
It is RN i Gen AA 
the repeal were hg light ; 3 veni 
ence might haye ; been ſupp Ar gangs. e 
ſertion will you to the great author and patren of the 
Stamp AA, who certainly meaning well to the authority of 
this C „ and fully apprized 'of the ſtate of that, made, 
before a repeal was ſo much as agitated in this Houſe, the 
motion which is on your Journals; and which, to fave the 
Clark the tlothls of imraing ©o i, | will now Jead bs 
[was for gn amendment 1 the alle of the 171 of Re 


cember 1 785, 


« To expreſs our juſt reſentment arid indignation at the out- 
« rageous tuthults hs inſurreQtiohs which Aave bers excited 
« An carried on if North Amificd ; md at the 4 
„open and rebellivus forct to the rxerution laws in 


« that part of hit Majeſty's dviniions. + 2 
je. th that his faithful — animated with the . 
| „4% and attachment te ft yl fo eb 


l; and — t is 
« . ſures as ſball be neceſſary 21 
— —.— of the e 
« &c. &c | 


Here was certainly a diſturbance preced g the — by, 
fecha Gfurkence ns Ade. Grenville thought neeeſſary to quali 
by the name of an inſurreclion, and the epithet of a rebellious 
force: terms much flruager than any, by which thoſe 


_ who 


SC a promiſe of ſupport, as it hath been 
uſual to give in the beginning of a war with the _ 
cabal cdietered comes, When the accounts of the Ame- 
rican Governors came before. the Houſe, they appeared 
ſtronger even than the warmth of public imagination had 
painted them; ſo much ſtronger, that the papers on your 
table bear me out in ſaying, that all the late diſturbances, 
which have been at one time the miniſter's motives for the re · 
peal of five out of fix of the new court taxes, andare now his 
pretences for 1 to repeal that ſixth, did not amount 
why do I compare them? no, not a tenth part of the tumults 
and violence which prevailed long before the repeal of that act. 

Miniſtry cannot refuſe the authority of the commander in 
chief General Gage, who, in his Letter af the 4th of Novem- 
ber, from New-Tork, thus repreſents the Rate of things. 

t is difficult to ſay, from the higheſt to the loweſt, who 
« has nat been acceſſary te this inſurrection either by writing or 
% mutual to oppoſe the ad, by what they are plea- 
« ſed to term all legal tion to it. Nothing eſfectual has 
% been oy © rg to prevent or quell the tumult. The reſt 
« of the Provinces are in the ſame ſituation as #9 a poſitive 
& refuſal to take the ſiamps; and threatening thoſe who ſball 
<« take them, to plunder and murder them this affair 
« ſtands in all the Provinces, that unleſs the ad from its own 
nature, enforce itſelf, nothing but a very conſidorable mili- 
- force can do ij. | | 

It isremarkable, Sir, that the perſons who formerly trumpet- 
ed forth the moſt loudly the violent reſolutions of aſſemblies; 
the univerſal inſurrections; the ſeizing and burning the 


ſtamped papers; the forcing ſtamp officers to reſign their 
cmi Ba under the z the ling and [ation down 
of the houſes of magj ; and the expulſion from their 


country of all who to write or ſpeak a ſingle word in 
defence of the powers of parliament ; theſe very trumpeters 
are now the men that repreſent the whole as a mere trifle ; 
r 
ſtamp act, which put an end to them. Hear your 
abroad, and let them refute this ſhameleſs falſehood, who, in 
all their correſpondence, ſtate the difturbances as owing to 
their true cauſes, the diſcontent of the people, from the 
taxes. You have this evidence in your own archieves—and 
2 ion; if you are not ag 

3 4 
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1a 10 all paramentary ideas of information, xs rather 9 | 
credit the e 
e they are forced 
* neck are ſure to burr oats > bod but 
they ſhall 8 rekigh * 1 will make them bolt out of all | 
their holes. Laredo ballet when 
attribute a prece urbance to a equent meaſure, 
rar nal ere ren pain pr 
dern practice, and very wicked; . is, to attribute the 
ill of ill-judged conduct to the arguments which had 
been pſed to diſſuade us from it. They fay, that the op- 
poſition made in parliament to the ſtamp act, at the time 
This 28 formall bud * — 
his has even A in print in a volume, 
Sn 4 Dr. Tucker. This Dr. 
Tucker is already a dean, and his earneſt labours in this vine- 
yard will, I _— raiſe him to @ biſboprick. But this 
aſſertion too, juſt like the reſt, is falſe. In all the papers 
which have loaded your table ; is x the vaſt crowd & ver- 
bal witneſſes that appeared at your bar, witneſſes which 
were indiſcriminately produced from both ſides of the Houſe ; 
not the leaſt hint of ſuch a cauſe of diſturbance has ever 
GT. As to the fact of a ſtrenuous oppoſition to the 


r gallery when the act 
ar 


was under conſideration from 7 thing inflammatory, 
I never heard a more 2222 is Houſe. No more 
than two or three gentlemen, as [ remember, ſpoke againſt the 
act, and that with great reſerve and remarkable temper. 
There was but one diviſion in the whole progreſs of the bill; 
and the minority did not reach to more than 39 or 40. In 
the Houſe of Lords I do not recolle& that there was any de- 
bate or diviſion at all. I am ſure their was no proteſt. In 
fact, the affair paſſed with ſo very, very little noiſe,- that in 
town they ſcarcely new the nature of what you were doing. 
The oppoſition to the bill in England never could have done 
this miſchief, becauſe there ſcarcely ever was leſs of oppoſt- 
tion to a bill of conſequence. | | 
Sir, the agents and diſtributers of falſehoods have, with 
„ ſual induſtry, circulated another lie of the ſame nature 
e former. It is this; that the diſturbances aroſe from 
N N 
in the miniſtry. No longer awed, it ſeems, with the ſpirit 
of the former rulers, they thought themſelves a match for 
what our calumniators chooſe to qualify'by the name of ſo 
feeble a miniſtry as ſucceeded. 'F in one ſenſe theſe 
men cenaaly may be called; for with all their — 
J 


(. 4x ) 
they have made many, they have not been able to reſiſt the 
diſtempered vigour, and inſane alacrity with. which you are 
ruſhing to your ruin. But it does ſo bappen, that the falſity 
of this circulation is (like the reſt) demonſtrated by indiſpu- 
table dates and records. 

So little was the change known in Am 1 
of governors, giving an account urban 
3 after they had arrived at their higheſt pitch, 
were all any to the O Minifiry, and particularly 
to the Ear 242 Halifax, the ſecretary of ſtate correſponding 
with. the ies, without once in the ſmalleſt degree inti- 
mating the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of any miniſterial revolution 
whatſoever. The miniſtry was not changed in England un- 
til the tenth day of July 1765. On the 14th of the preced- 
ing June, Governor Fauquier from Virginia writes thus; and 
writes thus to the Earl of Halifax. : © Government is ſet at de- 
* fiance, not having firength enough in her hands to enforce obedi- 
* ence to the laws of the community.--T he private diflreſs, which 
te every man feels, increaſes . the — at the 
« duties laid by the: Stamp Act; which breaks out, and 
* itſelf upon every trifling eccafoon. The general diſſatisfaQi- 

ced ſome time before, that is, on the 29th of 
May, ſeveral ſtrong public reſolves againſt the Stamp Act; and 
thoſe reſolves are aſſigned by Governor Bernard, as the.cauſe 
of the inſurrefions in Maſſackuſett's Bay, in his letter of 
the 15th of Auguſt, ſtill addreſſed to the Earl of Halifax; 
and he continued to addreſs ſuch accounts to that Mi- 
niſter quite to the 7th of September of the ſame year. 
Similar accounts, and of as late a date, were ſent from other 
governors, and all directed to Lord Halifax. Not one of 
theſe letters indicates the ſlighteſt idea of a change either 
known, or even apprehended 
Thus are blown away the inſeR race of courtly falſchoods! 
thus periſh the miſerable inventions of the wretched runners 
for a wretched cauſe, which they have fly-blown into every 
weak and rotten part af the country, in vain hopes th t when 
their n had taken wing, their unportunate buzzing 
=—_ ſound ſomething like the public voice! 

I have troubled you ſufficiently with the ſtate of Ame- 
rica before the repeal. Now [I turn to the Hon. Gentlemay 
who ſo ſtoutly challenges us, to tell, whether, aſter the re- 
— the Provinces were quiet ? T his is coming home to the 

Here I meet him direQly ; and anſwer moſt readily, 
1 And I, in my turn challenge him to prove 
ny and where, ny by whom, and in what numbers, and 

with 


at this time (but without 


orm is without parallel in hiſtory. To ſay that no other 
diſturbance ſhould happen from any other cauſe is folly. But 
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with what violence the other laws of trade, as gentlemen af- 
fert, were violated in conſequence of your conceffion ? or 
that even your other revenue laws were attacked? But | 
— 1 Lr FORCE OTES 


gratitude.” And to give -_ every advantage, 
1 tle the obnoxious Colony of ett's Bay, which 
her) is heavily a 1 
before parliament I will ſele& their proceedings eve 

ittle 1 


circumſtances of no ſmall irritation. For, 
dently I muſt ſay, Governor Bernard mixed in the admini- 
ration of the ſenitive of the repeal no ſmall acrimony ari- 
from matters of a ſeparate nature. Yet fee, Sir, the 


of that lenitive, though mixed with theſe bitter 
— and how this rugged people can expreſs perk. aut 


ee If — their addrefs 
« If it is not now in our in 

to Gov. Bernard), © in py pn Age fer be expefied, 

* to ſbow our reſpetiful gratitude to the Mother Country 9 

« make a dutiful and affecliamate return to the indulgence —_—_— 

« King and Par 1 be no fault of ours ;, far 

4 we intend, and ll ke whe fl Lok. . 
Would to God that "thi temper had beercultivated, ma- 
naged, and ſet in action . thoſe which we 

have ſince felt would have reſulted from it. On the requi- 

ſition for compenſation to thoſe who had ſuffered from the 

violence of the populace, in the fame addreſs they ſay, The 


recommendation enjoined by Mr. Secretary Comway's Letter, 


«© and in conſequence thereof made to us, we will embrace the 
« fir/t convenient opportunity to and act upon.” They 
did conſider ; they did act upon it. They obeyed the requi- 
fition. I know the mode has been chicaned upon; but it 


was ſubſtantially obeyed ; and much better obeyed, than I 


fear the parliamentary requiſition of this ſeſſion will be, 
though entorced by all your rigour, and backed with all your 
power. In a word, the damages of popular fury were com- 
pentated by legiſlative gravity. Almoſt every other part of 
America in various ways demonſtrated their gratitude. I am 
bold to ſay, that fo ſudden a calm recovered after ſo violent a 


as (ar as appearances went, by the judicious ſacrifice of one 


how, you procured an — in all that remaines. 


After 
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Aſter this experience, nobody ſhall me, when an 
whole people are concerned, that acts of lenity are not means 
of ec ih . 


1 hope the Hog. Gentleman has received a fair and full 


anſwer to his queſtion. 

I have done with the third period of your policy ; that of 
your repeal; and the return of your ancient ſyſtem, and your 
ancient tranquillity and concord. Sir, this period was not as 
ſong as it was happy. Another ſcene was opened, and other 
actors appeared on the ſtage. The ſtate, in the condition I 
have deſcribed it, was delivered into the hands of Lord Chat- 
ham —a great and celebrated nate; a name that keeps the 
_ of 1 every other on the globe. 

t may be tru 
— venerabile nomen 
Gentibus, ef multuin noflif& quod proderat urbi. 

Sir, the venerable age of this great tian, his merited tank, 

his ſuperior eloquence, his ſplendid qualities, his eminent 

ices, the vaſt ſpace he fills in the eye of mankind ; and, 
more than all the reſt, his fall from power, which, like 
death, canonites atid ſatiffifies a great character, will not 
| fuffer me to cenfure any part of his conduct. I am afraid ts 
flatter him; I am ſure I àm not diſpoſed to blame him. Let 
thoſe who have betrayed him by their adulation inſult him 
with their malevolence. But what 1 do not preſume to cen - 
fare, 1 may have leave to lament. For a wiſe man, he 
ſeemed to me, at that tirhe, t6 be governed too much by ge- 
neral maxiins. I ſpeak with the freedotn of hiſtory, and 1 
hope without offence. Ohe or twoof theſe maxims, flowing 
from an opinion not the moſt indulgent to our unhappy ſpecies, 
and ſurely a little too general, led him into meaſures that 
were greatly - Ly himſelf; and for that reaſon, 
among others, perhaps fatal to his country ; meaſutes, the 
effects of which, I ain afraid, ate for pr incurable. He 


made an adrhiniſtration, ſo checkered and ſpeckled; he put 
t mſt- 


* a piece of joinery, fo croſsiy indented and whimſi- 
cally dovetailed; a cabinet ſo varicuſly inlaid; ſuch a piece of 
diverſified Moſaic; ſuch a t pavement without ce- 
ment; here ä Vit of black ſtohe, and there a bit of white; 
patriots and courtiers, kings friends and republicans ; whigs 
and tories z treacherous friends and open enemies: that it 
was indeed a vety curious ſhow ; but utterly unfafe to touc 
and unſure to ſtand on. The colleagues, whom be 
allotted at the lame boards, ſtared at each other, and were 


* 
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vbliged to aſk, « Sir, your name ?—Sir, you have the ad- 
«* vantage of me Mr. Such a one -I beg a thouſand par- 

« dons.—” I venture to ſay, it did ſo happen, that perſons 
had a ſingle office divided between them, who had never 
= — — other in their lives ; until ant * themſelves 
= RS truckle-bed 4 

ir, in conſequence of this arrangement, havi ut 8 
much the larger part of his enemies and nt, having pe 
er, the confuſion was ſuch, that his on principles bt 

bly have any effe& or influence in the conduct of affairs. 

f r a fit of the gout, or if any other cauſe 

withdrew him from public cares, principles directly the con- 
trary were ſure to predominate. When he had executed 
his plan, he had not an inch of ground to ſtand upon. 
When he had accompliſhed his ſcheme of adminiſtration, he 


was no 2 miniſter, 
When his face was hid but for a moment, his whole fyſterg 


Vas on wide fea, without chart or compaſs. The gentle- 


man, his particular friends, —_—_— — the names of various 
departments of miniſtry, were to ſeem, as if 
— rt under him, with a modeſty that becomes 
with a confidence in him, which was juſtified even 
in in its extravagance by his ſuperior „ bo m any 
inſtance, preſumed ypon any opinion of own, Depri. 
ved of a guiding influence, they were whirled about, t, the 
ſport of eyery guſt, and eaſily driven into þ 007 ports and 
thoſ who joel wit with them in manning the 
moſt directly oppoſite to his opinions, megſures, and 2 
racter, and 1 the moſt artful and moſt powerful of the ſet, 
they eaſily prevailed, ſo as to ſeize upon the vacant, unoccu- 
pied, and derelict minds of his friends ; and inflaatly_ they 
turned the veſſel wholly out of the courſe of his policy, 
if it were to inſult as well as to betray him, even long Wn 
the cloſe of the firſt ſeſſion of his adminiſtration, when ev 
thing was publicly tranſaQed, and with grea! d pop 
name, they made an act, declaring it highly ju and exped;- 
ent to raiſe a revenue in America. For even then, Sir, even 
before this — orb was entirely ſet, and while the 


Weſtern 


* Cuppoſed to allude to the Right Hon. Lord Nerth, and 
George Cook, Eſq; who were made joint paymaſters in the 
ſummer of 1766, on the removal of the Rockingham admi- 


- 


. 
- 


n PE 
Weſtern horizon was in a blaze with his deſcending glory, 
on the op quarter of the heavens aroſe another lamina- 
ry, and, for his hour, became lord of the aſcendant. 
This light too is paſſed and ſet for ever. You underſtand, 
tobe fure, that I ſpeak of Charles Townſbend, officially the 
| of this fatal ſcheme ; whom I cannot even now 
remember without ſome degree of ſenſibility. In truth, Sir, 
he was the delight and ornament of this houſe, and the charm 
of every private ſociety which he honoured with, his pre- 
ſence. Perhaps there never aroſe in this „nor in any 
country, a man of a more pointed and finiſhed wit; and 
' (where his paſſions were not concerned) Aegan 
exquiſite, and penetrating a judgment. not fo 
] oat a ſtock, 5 fl have _ who 8 of 
ow treaſured up, he knew better by far, than a 
man N uainted with, how to bring together with. 
in a ſhort time, all that was neceſſary to eſtabliſh, to illuſ- 
2 and to decorate that ſide of the queſtion he ſupported. 
e itated his matter {kilfully and powerfully. He particu- 
larly excelled in a moſt luminous explanation, and diſplay of 
kis bett. His ſtyle of argument was neither trite and vul- 
gar, nor ſubtle and abſtruſe. He hit the houſe juſt between 
wind and water.— And not being troubled with too anxious a 
zeal for any matter in queſtion, he was never more tedious, 
or more earneſt, than the pre-conceived opinions, and pre- 
ſent temper of his hearers required; to whom he was always 
in perfect uniſon. He conformed exactly to the temper of 
the houſe; and he ſeemed to guide, becauſe he was always 
een ſe 
I beg pardon, Sir, if when I ſpea theſe and of other 
Woke Lig I appear to use in laying ſomething of their 
characters. In this eventful hiſtory of the revolutioris of 
America, the characters of ſuch men are of much importance. 
Great men are the gnide-poſts and land-marks in the ſtate. 
The credit of ſuch men at court; or in the nation, is the 
ſole cauſe of all the public meaſures. It would be an invidi- 
ous thing, (moſt foreign I truſt to what you think my diſpoſi- 
'tion) to remark the errors into which the authority of great 
names has brought the nation, without doing juſtice at the 
ſame time to the great qualities, whence that authority aroſe. 
The ſubje& is inſtructive to thoſe who wiſh to form them- 
ſelves on whatever of excellence has gone before them. 
There are many young members in the houſe (ſuch of late 
has been the rapid ſucceſſion of public men) who never ſaw 
that 
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that prodigy Cherles Townſbeng ; nor of courſe know v 


ferment he was able to excite in eve 
ebullition of his mixed virtues and 


were not owing to a. noble cauſe ; to an 
perhaps an immaderate paſſon for LET 
is the inſtin of all great fouls. He worſhipped that 
— . — but he pou us particular devy- 
tions to her in her favourite habitatign,,; | 
the Houſe of Commons. . 
dividuals that compoſe our body, it 

er, not to obſerve, that this Hauſe "bp colleGxe <| 


whi 


magnanimity, fortitude, 8 are cloſely 
allied to this diſagreeable quality, of hich you have Þ juit 
an abhorrence ; and ip their exceſs all theſe virtues very ea- 
fly fall into it. He, who paid ſuch a punctilious attention to 
all your feelings, certainly took care not to ſhock them by 
that vice which is the maſt difequſtful to y au. 
That fear of diſpleafing thoſe who ought waſt to be pleaſ- 
ed detraped dine e ines the. other aptmme. He had 
vated, in the year 1.765, had been an advocate for the Stamp / 
Ag. Things and the diſpoſitiog of mens minds were chang- 
ed. In ſhort ahe Stacy At began to be no farqurite in this 
Houſe. He therefore attended at the 1 meetin 
Which the 1 — — 1 Right Honour 
were ſettled; 8 


= „ WF 
* 
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to prevail moſtly amongſt thoſe 
y in the winter, that a 


in, to i it 
To gratify the coloniſts, it was lai Britiſh manafaQures ; 
isfy the trerchants of Britain, the duty was trivial, and 
on tea, which touched only the devoted Eaſt 


India Company) on none of the grand objects of commerce. 
To counter work the American con 


”- 


ral perſons, infinitely his inferiors in all reſpeQs, had former- 
ly rendered themſelves conſidetable in this houſe by one me- 
| were 2 race of men (I hope in God the 

Jpecies is extint) who, when they roſe in their place, no 
iving could divine, from any n adherence to par- 

ties, to apinians, or to principles; from any order or ſyſtem 
in their politics ; or from any ſequel or connexion in their 
i what part they were going to take in any debate. It is 
oniſhing how much this uncertainty, eſpecially at critical 
times, the attention of all parties on ſuch men. Alt 
eyes were fixed on them, all ears open to hear them; each party 


gaped, 


(48) 2 
raped, and looked alternately for their vote, almoft to ths 


end of their fpeeches. While the Houſe hung in this un- 
certainty, now the Hear -im: rofe from this ſide - nom they 
re-bellowed from the other; and that party, to whom 
fell at length from their tremulous and dancing balance, 
ways received them in a tempeſt of applanſe: The — 
of ſuch men was a temptation thigreat to be tefiſted by one, 


to whom a ſingle whiff of i Gs * 2 
er pain, than he received = bro duds off it, which 
daily roſe about him from the Gon of innu> 
merable admirers, He was a enn_ Wictory bos 


nouts; and his great aim was to ms 
in any U 


tion of him who never 

Hence aroſe this unfortunate act, this 1 | 
debate; from a diſpoſition which, after Ming 1 
SHI. o_- 
revived it in a 
fomething in the ideas of all * * 

This revenue act, of 176), formed ihe fourth period of 
American policy. How we have fared ſince then—what wo- 
ful variety of ſchemes have been ; what — 
and what repealing ; what bullying; and what 
what dcing and undoing ; what ſtraming, and what relax- 
ing; what aſſemblies diffolved for not obeying, and called 
again without obedience ; what —_— ſent out to 1 2 re- 
ſiſtance, and, on meeting that recalled; what 
ſhiftings, and changes, — jumblings of all kinds of men at 
home, which left no poſſibility of order, conſiſtency, vigour, 
or even ſo much as a decent unity of colour in any one pub- 
lic meaſure.— It is a tedious, irkſome taſk. My duty may call 
me to open it out ſome other time; * on a former occaſion 1 
tried your temper on a part of it; for the preſent I ſhall for- 
bear. 

After all theſe changes and agitations, your immediate ſitu- 


ation upon the queſtion on your paper is at length brought to 
this. You have an act of parliament, ating, that © it is 
« expedient to raiſe a revenue in America.” By a partial re- 
peal zou have annihilated the greateſt part of that revenue, 
which this przamble declares to be fo ex Lou have 
ſubſtituted no other in the place of it. —_— of ſtate 
has diſclaimed, in the king's name, all thoughts of a ſub- 
ſtution in ſuture. The principle of this diſclaimer goes to 


what has been left, as well as what has been repealed. The 


* Reſolutions moved in May 1770. 


tax 


"Re. w iv, & 1. 6449 7. . 
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tax which lingers after its companions, (under a preamble dex 
en O eqpering the theery of that preamble) mileees Lick 

e of ſupporting t mil with 
by authentically conveyed to the Colonies; and is 
an exhauſtleſs ſource of jealouſy and animoſity. On this ſtate, 
which de; * 1 not being able „ 

unds our, advantage, peace, or power, for adheri 
— ts the act or to _the preamble, I ſhall vote for the 

ſtion which leads to the repeal of both. | 

Tf you do not fall in with this motion, then ſecure ſome- 
thing to fight for, conſiſtent in theory and valuable in practice. 
If you muſt employ your ſtrength, employ it to u you 
in ſome honourable right or ſome profitable 
apprehenfive that the conceſſion 
proper, ſhould be a means of drawing 
reaſonable claims, — h _ — 

fon againſt 


Your miviſlon,in theirown and his Majeſty 
already adopted the American diſtinction of internal and ex- 
ternal duties. 6 6 NR. TI ny Rave, 
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tranquillity—— try it——1 am perſuaded the Americans will 


' Compromiſe with you. When Confidence is once reſtored, 
the odious and ſuſpicious ſummum jus, will periſh of courſe. 
The ſpirit of practicability, of moderation, and mutual con- 
venience, will never call in Geometrical exactneſs as the ar- 
bitrator of an amicable ſettlement. Conſult and follow 
experience. Let not the long ſtory with which I have ex- 
erciſed your patience prove fruitleſs to your intereſts. - 
For my part, I ſhould chooſe (if I could have m 
that the propoſition of the Honourable Gentleman fo 
co to America without the attendance of the 


repeal 
penal bills, Alone I could almoſt anſwer for its ſucceſs. I 
cannot be certain of its reception in the bad company it may 


In ſuch eneous aſſortments, the moſt innocent 


ſhould ſend out this angel of peace, yet you are ſending 
- defiroying' angel too; and what would be the effect of the 
conflict of theſe two adverſe ſpirits, or which would 


minate in the end, is what I dare not ſay: whether the le- 


nient meaſures would cauſe American paſſion to ſubſide, or 
the ſevere would increaſe its fury—All this is in the hand of 
Providence; yet e now, I on Gar aug in the 

ailing virtue, us operation of lenity, though 
Lagos in darkneſs, and in chaos, Ecke midſt of ibis un- 
natural and turbid combination, I ſhould hope it might pro- 
duce order and beauty in the end. 


Let us, Sir, embrace ſome — other before we end 


this ſeſſion, Do you mean to tax America, and to draw a 
productive revenue from thence? If you do, ſpeak out: 
name, fix, aſcertain this revenue; ſettle its quantity; de- 
fine its objects ; provide for its colleQion and then fight 
when - you have ſomething to fight for. If you murder 


n kill, take v and do not ; in the 
_— =: of madeen, as well as aſſaſſins, - vio . 
tive, bl tyrannical, without an object. may 
better alen guide you! p 


Again, and „ revert to old principles—ſcek 
peace and enſue De 2 — nk mat- 
ter in her, to tax herſelf, I am not here goi 
een of rights, nor aciempring © mg: 


* Mr. Fuller, 


perſon will loſe the effect of his innocency. Though you 
out a. 


* the 
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aries. I do not enter into theſe metaphyſical diſtinctions 
J hate the ſound of them. Leave the Americans as 
they AN. and theſe diſtinAtions, born of our un- 
happy ! will die along with it. They, ard we, and 
their and our anceſtors, have been happy under that ſyſtem. 
Let the memory of all actions, in contradiction to that good 
old mode, on both ſides, be extinguiſhed for ever. Be con- 
tent to bind America by laws of trade; you have always done 
it. Let this be your reaſon for binding their trade. Do not 
burden them by taxes; you were not uſed to do fo from the 
beginning. Let this be your reaſon for not taxing. "Theſe 
are the arguments of ſtates and kingdoms. Leave the reſt 
to the ſchools ; for there only they may be diſcuſſed with 
ſafety. But if, intemperately, unwiſely, fatally, you ſo- 
phiſticate and poiſon the very ſource of government, by urg- 
ing ſubtle deductions, and conſequences odious to thoſe you 
vern, from the unlimited and illimitable nature of ſupreme 
vereignty, you will teach them by theſe means to call that 
ſovereignty itſelf in queſtion, When drive him hard, 
the boar will ſurely turn upon the hunters, If that ſo- 
vereignty and their freedom cannot be reconciled, which 
will they take ? they will caſt your 3 in your face. 
No body will be argued into — Sir, let the gentlemen 
on the other ſide call forth all their ability; let the beſt of them 
get up, and tell me, what one character of liberty the Ame- 
ricans have, and what one brand of ſlavery they are free from, 
if they are bound in their property and induſtry, by all the 
reſtraints you can imagine on commerce, and at the ſame time 
are made pack - horſes of every tax you chooſe to impoſe, 
without the leaſt ſhare in granting them? When they bear 
the burdens of unlimited monopoly, will you bring them to 
bear the burdens of unlimited revenue too? The Engliſhman 
in America will feel that it is flavery—that it is, gal ſlavery, 
will be no compenſation either to his feelings or his under- 


A Noble Lord , who ſpoke ſome time ago, is full of the 
fire of ingenuous youth ; and when he has modelled the ideas 
of a lively imagination by further experience, he will be an 


ornament to his country in either houſe. He has ſaid, that the 
hildre n; and how can they revolt againſt 


* Lord Carmrthes, 1 | 
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Americans are our c 
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their parent? He fays, that if are not free in their preſent 
ſtate LI Mancheſter, and other con- 
epreſented. So then, becauſe ſome towns 

in England are ed, America is to have no repreſen- 
tative at all. They are our children; but when children oft 
| for bread, wve are not to give a flone. Is it becauſe the natural re- 
ſiſtance of things, and the various mutations of time, hinder our 
government, or any ſcheme of government,from being any more 
than a ſort of approximation to the right, is it therefore that the 
Colonies are to recede from it infinitely? When this child 
of ours wiſhes to aſſimilate to its parent, and to reflect with 
a true filial reſemblance the beauteous countenance of Britiſh 
liberty ; are we to turn to them the ſhameful parts af our 
conſtitution? are we to give them our weakneſs for their 
ſtrength ; our opprobrium' for their glory ; and the of 
ſlavery, which we are not able to work off, to ſerve them 
their freedom. | 

If this be the caſe, aſk elves this „will they be 
content in ſuch a ſtate of ſlavery? If not, look to the conſe- 

uences. Reflect how you are to govern a people, who 
think they ought to be free, and think they are not. Your 
ſcheme yields no revenye ; it yields nothing but diſcontent, 
F 
after up to eyes in only end j 
where you N to 6 
found, to— my voice fails me; my inclination indeed carries 
me no further —all is confuſion beyond it. 

Well, Sir, I have recovered a little, and before I fit down 
I muſt ſay ſomething to another point with which gentlemen 
urge us, What is to become of the declaratory act aſſerting 
the entireneſs of Britiſh legiſlative authority, if we abandon 
the practice of taxation? 

For my pagt I look upon the rights ſtated in that act, ex- 
-aAly in the manner in which I viewed them on its very firſt 
propoſition, and which I have often taken the liberty, with 
great humility, to lay before you. I look, I ſay, on the im- 
Perial rights of Great Britain, and the privileges which the 
Coloniſts ought to enjoy under theſe ri to be juſt the 
moſt reconcilable things in the world. The Parliament of 
Great Britain ſits at the head of her extenſive ire in two 
capacities: one as the local legiſlature of this iſland, providing 
for all things at home, immediately, and by no other inſtru- 
ment than the executive power,— The other, and I think 
ber nobler capacity, is what I call her amb * * 

— 


; 
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of others, whilſt they eq | 
their inſtitution. But in order to enable parliament to 
all theſe ends of provident and beneficent ſuperinten- 
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ſylvania for ſome ſhort time towards the beginni 
laſt war, owing to ſome internal diſſentions in the Colony. 


_—_— 


from the conſtitution of Britain ; and 
I think ſubordination and liberty 
ſufficiently reconciled h the whole; 
refining ſpeculatiſt, or a facti I know not; 
but enough ſurely for the eaſe and happineſs of man. 
Sir, whilſt we held this happy courſe, we drew more from 
the Colonies than all the impotent violence of deſpotiſm ever 
could extort from them. We did this abundantly in the laſt 
War. It has never been once denied—and what reaſon have 
- | : we 


; not ſtep 

them from contributing, by interrupting the 
channel in which their liberality flowed with ſo rng th 
courſe ; ſatisfied to 


receive. Sir 


Provider. It rr Ar- 


I charge therefore to this new and unfortunate ſyſtem the loſs 
not only of peace, of union, and of commerce, but even of 
revenue, which its friends ER 
certain, that we have r- 
fince the peace. I think we have loſt a great 
that thoſe who r never 
n 


| Now, Si Sir, I 4 ſhown, firſt on that narrow ground 


which the Hon. Gentleman meaſured, that you are like to loſe 
Jt rely. I ate ying with the motion, except what you have 
I have ſhewn afterwards, that in time of 
in commerce, and whey war required it, Pad full 
Smt aid ben the S dg, while you purſued your ancient 
policy ; that you threw every Ogg no. into confuſion 8 
made the ſtamp act; and that you r 
and order when you repealed it. I have angry ores Sh rn revival 
of theſyſiem of taxation has produced the very worſt effeQs; 
and that the partial repeal has produced, not pul gra, but 
univerſal evil. Let theſe conſiderations, founded on facts, 
not one of which can be denied, bring us back to 3 
the road of your experience. 

I cannot, as I have ſaid, anſwer for mixed meaſures ; but 
this mixture of lenity would give the whole a better 
chance of ſucceſs. When you once regain confidence, the way 
will be clear before you. Then you may enforce the e 
navigation whernit ought to be enforced. You will 
Ne Coin CO TN Ln. es 
in what you do, whenever you do, from and not from 
rancour. Let us act like men, let us act like men, Let 
us hold ſome fort of conſiſtent conduct It is agreed bp a 


revenue is not to be had in America, If we loſe the profit, let 
is get rid of the odium. 


On 


ſtand anſwerable to God for embracing 


the deſtruction of ſome of the ver 
But I know the map of 
Lord “, or as any other perſon ; 
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25 


or whoever may 
ſolemnly declare, 
no 
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heavier, 
that tends to 
and faireſt of his 
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The SPEECH of the Ri ob Hom. the 
Earl of Cnarhau, in The Flouſe of 
Lords, on Friday the 20th of January, 

Bk en the following Motion made 
by 


Lerdſbip 72 | 7 0 


HAT an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
moſt humbly to adviſe, and beſee ch his Majeſty, that, 
* . aa trouble towards an 1 1 


42 d in their town: "ey 
| Nee cone his Majeſty, that immediate orders 
| eee = 
ee town lf Rhe, as ſoon | 
and other circumſtances indiſpenſable 


Ris with al aſtoniſhment t fee theſe 
your table in ſo late a B 
| um fare, the contents of which as ö 
every noble lord in this houſe, but = — 
1 this? inge r 
an object of inquiry; yet now, in is buſineſs, 
when meaſures F i 
— . th I err 


i 158 ] 
| what ?—why, what all the world knew before—that the A- 
'  mericans, ſore under injuries, and irritated by wrongs, ſtript 
of their inborn rights and deareſt privileges, have reſiſted, and 
entered into aſſociations for the ion of that bleſſing- to 
| which life and property are but ſecondary conſiderations? 
_ . _ Give me leave to aſk you, my Lords, how theſe aſſociati- 
ons have been formed? has the tide of corruption yet flowed 
in upon their elections? have thoſe delegates been ſuborned? 
or have great intereſt, great power, or great threats been uſed 
(as is too much the caſe in this our boaſted 8 
to crayon out what conduct they ſhould adopt? no- nothing 
like this has appeared; the electors ſeem to be prompted by 
no other motive than that glorious, and exalted one, the pre- 
ſervation of their common liberties; and under this idea they 
' have been induced to appoint men competent to ſo great an | 
undertaking ; men of tried and ſound principles, embarked in 
the ſame great cauſe, and, from ſimilar ſentiments, taught | 
pity the miſeries of the whole. x 
' Inveſted then with this right (the choice of a free people) 
theſe delegates have deliberated with prudence, wiſdom, and 
| irit; and, in of theſe deliberations, have addreſ- 
N the juſtice, and honour of this country. This is their 


nA = 
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Had the early ſituation of the people of Boſton been at- 
tended to, — 2 it would not have come to this but 


ecurity. 
the fame 


of Oppreſſion, and, f 
bigoted councils, and oppreſſive 
tore themſe Ives from their deareſt connexions ; 


LES. 

my Lords, full well I knew that the offspring of ſuch ar2 
ceſtors. would reſiſt upon the ſame principles, and on the 
It has, however, gone abroad, that the reſolutions and 
petitions, of the Congreſs are not the real reſolutions and 
petitions of the ſober, reſpectable, and diſpaſſionate; but 
the very dregs and refuſe of the people ; and to circulate this 
report the better, letters are handed about from ſome very 


provinces. But well I know how to deſcribe ſuch mer- 
chants—little paltry, peddling fellows, venders of twopenny 
wares, and falſehoods, who, under the idea of trade, ſel] gvery 
thing in their power — Honour, Truft, and Conſcience. 

Theſe fellows (for ſuch is the lot of h ) are ever to 
be found in all countfies—and are always in greateſt plenty 
when their co is at ſtake—who, without ever regarding 
conſequences, that general ruin might enſue, preſs for- 
ward to the goal of lucre, and cut out the ſhorteſt paſſage to 
their own intereſts. . | SN 

Yet theſe are the men, who are held out to us to take a 
true ſtate of the country from, men who are, upon the moſt 
illiberal principles, children of the world; and have no fixed 
reſidence—no laſting attachments but to the ſbrine of Mammore 
— But it is not ſuch ever ſpeak the voice of a people—it is 
the proprietors, and tillers of the | who have a 


permanent * 
nurſed in the boſom of cultivation, form ſtrong and | 
attachments to their coutitry—it is to theſe credit and authority 
oo ha given, and trom theſe our beſt informations are to 
Much, my Lords, has been ſaid about the authority of par- 
liament rern men are driven for — 
argument, they fly to this as their laſt reſource—* aQs off 
parliament (ſay their advocates) are ſacred, and ſhould be im- 
plicitly ſubmitted to for if the ſupreme power does not lodge 
ſomewhere operatively, and effeQually, there muſt be an end of 
all legiſlation.” But, my Lords, they who argue, or rather 
dogmatize in this manner, do not ſee the whole of this queſti- 
on on great, wiſe, andliberal grounds ; for in all free ſtates the 
conſlitution is fixed, and all legi oy power, and —_ 
wherever placed either in colleQtive bodies, or individually, 
muſt derive under that conſtitution who framed them —Afis 
of legiſlation, therefore, 4 ſtrong and effective they 
5 E 2 may 


reſpectable merchants, (as they are called) from the different # 


What has government done? t 
| Boſtonians into what is called their 


{ 60 ] 
may be,when they are framed in the ſpirit of this conſtitution, 
when they reſiſt—they attack their own foundation; for 
is the conſſ itution, and it alone that limits both ſovereignty, 


4 and allegiance. 


This doQtrine, my Lords, is no tem doctrine, taken 
up on particular occaſions to anſwer particular purpoſes, it 1s 
involved in no metaphyſical doubts, and intricacies—but clear, 
preciſe, and determined. It is recorded in all our law 
——it is written in the great volume of nature —it is the 
tial, unalterable right of Engliſhmen—it accords with ll the 
Principles of juſtice, and civil policy, which neither armed force, 
on the one Ge, nor ſubrriſſion on the other, can upon any oc- 


caſion whatever eradicate. 
guide and ſpirit to the 


It was this doctrine that was the great 
framers of the bill of rights at the period of the glorious 
revolution—men of the greateſt accuracy, wiſdom, and ho- 
neſty, and without any di to the preſent day. 
few luch counſellors are now to be ſeen. —Recolle&, my 
Lords for a moment, the arguments uſed by theſe men—and 
ſee how wiſe, liberal, and conſtitutional they were; turn them 
to their opponents, and how flimſy, thin, and 12 
— if then we applaud our anceſtors for obtaining 

liberties ſor us, at a time when all the rights of Engliſh- 
men were trampled upon, and deſpotiſm had trodden down 
the laws—ſurely we cannot, in reaſon, deny that portion of 
liberty (ſo hardly and honourably obtained) to our own bre- 
thren—brethren by the fame common parent, and who are 
unqueſtionable heirs of the ſame glorious inheritance. 

The facts being then, my Lords as I have ſtated them, 
hey have ſent an armed force, 
conſiſting of above ſeventeen thouſand men, to dragoon the 
duty, and for the chaſtiſe- 
ment of à ſmall rabble, conſiſting of the neceſſitous and cha- 
raclerleſi, in doing an unlawful act, have involved above thir- 
ty thou/and inhabitants in the greateſt difficulty, oppreſſion, and 
conſternation. Is this the way to win men to their duty, and 
recover in them the principles of affection, and Britiſh allegi- 
ance? Do you think, that men who could be rouſed to forego 
their profits, their pleaſures, and the able enjoyment of 
their deareſt connextons—all for the fake of liberty, will be 
whipped into vaſſalage like flaves ? Why, my Lords, this 
condud in government is ſo fantaſtical, and aerial in practice 


chat it by far exceeds the boldeſt wing of poetry ; for poe- 


try has often read plcaſirg, as well as inſtructive leſſons to 
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the language of menace, that if ſeventeen thouſand men wont 
do, fifty 114 'Tis 12 5 
they may ravage country; w as 
march; but in the of ſeventeen hundred miles, can 
they occupy the places they have paſſed ? will not a country, 
which can produce three millions of people, wronged and in- 
ſulted as they are, ſtart up like Hydras in every corner, and ga- 
ther freſh from freſh oppoſition ? nay, what depen- 

iery, the unhappy engines of 
bayonets, 


ivil « ity. | you this | | 


we have to combat with, in this 

ſtruggle; many more are on their ſide, di 
over the face of this wide empire, Every Whig in this 
country, is for them, ireland is with them to a man; nay, 
even thoſe Engliſhmen, who may be now temporarily inac- 
tive, when they once come to be rouſed to a ſenſe of recol- 


to range them- 
Who then, in the name of Heaven! could adviſe this 


give this ſtrange, 

conſtitutional advice? I do not mean to level at one man, or 
any particular ſet of men but thus much I will declare, that 
if his M.. . y continues to hear ſuch counſellors —he will * 
not only be adviſed—but uxNDONE— ; 


wn 
robbed of ſo princi 


3 ( @] 
4 | of this boaſted country of England, once fo renowned in 
1 arts, as well as arms! what is become of her conſtitution, 
that has hitherto been the wonder as well as the envy of 
ſurrounding nations ! has ſhe changed her civil power, and 
laws, for a military code * or has ſhe transferred her 
ſeat of empire to Conſtantinople ?—Has ſhe, who has often 
ſhed her deareſt blood, in the manly reſiſtance of deſpotiſm, 
now not only tamely ſubmitted to it—but fat down herſelf to 
fo the arbitrary chains ? 
ut our preſent governors, alas | think fo little of this 
matter, that I hear general Gage has been to have 
acted too tardy in this buſineſs—that he has not been ſwift 
enough to execute vengeance, and ſheath the ſword in the 
bowels of his countrymen. I really pity the unfortunate ſituation 
- that gentleman, who has approved himſelf on many occaſi- 
a gallant ſoldier, and a humane man; for what, from being 
—_— the diſagreeable predicament of doing his duty on the 
one ſide, and his on feelings of juſtice, and policy on the 
other; what a conflict muſt he have! his ſituation, 
lords, me in mind of a ſimilar tranſaction in the civil 
wars of France, when the great Conde on the one fide, and 
Marſhal Turenne on the other, commanded different armies; 
the latter conſcious what terrible conſequences a 
muſt produce to himſelf and country often in his 
power, avoided blows as much as poſſible, After the affair 
was ove, the marſhal was thus reprimanded at court for 
not at leaſt taking the prince; four frei ne Pavez vous as 
pri very ſenſibly replied, parceque, 
is fait tout Paris en revanche mauroit pris. 


larming criſis—this aeg view · of affairs, I 
come, my lords, with this 2 my hand (holding out 
his motion) to offer you of my experience, and 
advice, which is to 28 his alle 4 that he would 

| be. graciouſly pleaſed to give immediate orders to 

24 his troops from before the town of 
Boſton, in order to open the way for a plan of concord, 
and reconciliation;;”—and- this, my lords, upon the moſt 


* 


give you at this juncture.— Such a conduct will convince 
America 


dom and inquir;, and not in letters of blood; it w 


mature, ard deliberate grounds, is the beſt advice I en | 
that you mean in ters of had i wil be # of free- 
pledge | 
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